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them to think about how they intend to complete the parts of the task. The 
Plan Your Attack document asks students to articulate a goal they have for 
themselves in relation to the assignment. Their goal might be academic, such 
as “I want to develop my analytical skills, develop my use of modeling to 
solve problems, or incorporate more detail into my description.” Alterna-
tively, their goal may be personal or related to study habits, such as “I want 
to manage my time better, avoid getting distracted by my phone, or ask for 
help when I get confused or cannot figure something out.”

Once students have stated a clear goal for the assignment, they must think 
through and describe the process they plan to use to complete the various 
steps of the task or assignment. At this stage, students will need to consider 
the strategies they will use and explain why the strategies they’ve selected 
will help them to accomplish their goal.

Finally, students are asked to identify the parts of the task that may be chal-
lenging. Instead of being embarrassed or feeling like they are not capable of 
the work when they struggle, this question helps prime them for the reality 
that challenges are a natural part of learning. They are encouraged to think 
about what resources are available to them if they get stuck (e.g., peers, 
teacher, online resources).

Teachers can collect valuable formative assessment data at the start of a 
multistep assignment by reviewing the sections where students describe their 

PLAN YOUR ATTACK

What is your goal for this 
assignment? What do you want to 
accomplish?

Describe what you plan to do and 
how you plan to do it. What do you 
need to do first, second, and third?

What strategy or strategies do you 
plan to use? How will these 
strategies help you to accomplish 
your goal?

What aspect of this assignment  
may be challending for you? If you 
get stuck, where can you go to 
get help?

Resource available to download at resources.corwin.com/balancewithBLonline
resources

FIGURE 4.2 Plan Your Attack Document




