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understand that teaching in a new way is not teaching in the same way 
but louder and longer; it is about finding a new approach that is suited 
to a student’s specific needs.

To use a Learning Wall successfully, the classroom environment must 
be safe and encourage risk taking. Students need to be comfortable to say 
that they didn’t understand a concept when it was taught or introduced. 
Students’ voices regarding their understanding offer clear feedback for 
teachers about the success (or not) of the lesson. Students must not be 
made to feel guilty when they don’t understand. Teachers must treat this 
self-assessment as an opportunity to differentiate their instruction, in 
response to student self-review.

Figure 4.17 shows the progressions on the Learning Wall that  
Grades 4, 5, and 6 teacher Daniel Farrawell has constructed with his stu-
dents. Because this is a blended classroom, there are two parallel Learning 
Walls: the bottom Learning Wall is for Grades 4 and 5; the top is for Grade 
6. Using the Learning Wall as a discussion starter, students self-assess how 
well they have done in meeting the SC they developed together as they 
progressed through the unit.

Figure 4.17 The Classroom Learning Wall

Source: Lyn Sharratt, Hamilton Island State School, Australia, 2017.




