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who is wobbly and uncertain; and on the right, teachers record students 
who aren’t getting the concept. First, teachers invite those not getting 
it to gather in a small group for a mini-lesson to learn the concept in 
a clearer way—in other words, to reteach the concept because students 
are not getting it using the present method. Next, teachers take a small 
group who are wobbly to review and cement the concept, allowing those 
who grasp the concept to move forward. Assessment today becomes 
instruction tomorrow.

Supporting Students’ Work  
Using Collective Feedback

There is power in giving students individual feedback and also in giv-
ing a class collective feedback. Collective feedback occurs when teachers 
observe that all students need to go deeper into a text or in understanding 
a concept. In Figure 4.12, Jennifer McGie, Ballarat Clarendon College, is 
literally and figuratively “sharing the pen” with her Grade 6 class as they 
deconstruct an anonymous piece of student writing. Using a document 

Figure 4.12  Supporting Students’ Writing Using Collective 
Feedback

Source: Lyn Sharratt, 2017.




