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Students then revisited the original exam question—Describe the  
properties of one allotrope of carbon and link the properties to bonding— 
using the co-constructed SC to break down and scaffold the answer, as 
shown in Figure 4.10.

The students worked with a learning buddy to co-construct an 
answer to their question. Each pair’s response was given to a different 
pair to provide Descriptive Feedback using the SC. The two pairs then had 
a learning conversation during which verbal feedback was given to each 
pair by the other pair. The students then had an opportunity to rewrite 
their response using the feedback given.

The quality of the responses was very rich; it was evident that stu-
dents had achieved higher-order, critical thinking. By using the SC, 
students understood clearly what was expected of them when writing 
their responses. As a result of co-constructing the SC, the students really 
owned the work and were very capable of providing accurate feedback 
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Figure 4.10  Co-Developed Answer Using Co-Constructed 
Success Criteria

Source: Regina Menz, 2017.




