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Identify the Boldfaced Portion

DIRECTIONS: Identify the boldfaced portion as either an independent clause (IC), a 
dependent clause (DC), or a phrase (P).

1. Until you learn how to play defense, you will have to sit on  
the bench. _____

2. Embarrassed and emotionally drained, ron locked himself  
in his room. ______

3. The students worked on their tests while the teacher  
graded papers. ______

4. Most of the students, even the ones with failing grades, respected the 
teacher. ____

5. Until you learn how to play defense, you will have to sit on  
the bench. ______

6. embarrassed and emotionally drained, Ron locked himself  
in his room. _____

7. the students worked on their tests while the teacher graded papers. _____

8. Most of the students, even the ones struggling to pass the class, respected 
the teacher. _____

learn this basic language knowledge. As students complete writing assignments 

throughout the school year in Stark’s classes, he persistently references the 

knowledge that students learn in each of his mechanics warm-ups units, but 

this knowledge is virtually always brought to bear on actual things they are 

writing for his class. Knowledge building isn’t silo-ized for Stark; it’s ingrained 

into developing competent writers.

SPACED PRACTICE

To help knowledge stick long term, we want to distribute retrieval practice 

over time. For older concepts to remain retrievable, they must be occasionally 

retrieved. We may cover what is a subject and verb early in our mechanics 

work, but we want to require students to retrieve this knowledge and put it 

into practice repeatedly over the course of a year if we hope for it to stick long 

term. In the best scenarios, key knowledge is treated across multiple grade levels 

FIGURE 3.7 •  identification Activity
Source: Worksheet created by Doug Stark. Used with permission.


