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aren’t about people fighting, like peaceably and respecting.” For the 
next few minutes, the group discussed the intersection of rights and 
conflict, noting that “enjoying the right” was key. Mr. Wilkins then 
gathered all the groups together to continue the discussion. “You’ve 
had a chance to get some first impressions of the Bill of Rights,” he 
said. “Now let’s dive into them so we’ve got a better sense of what 
each means and what it means for society.”

•	 Jigsaw (Aronson et al., 1978) is useful for longer and more 
complex documents. Jigsaw is a three-step process in which students 
are members of two groups, an expert group and a home group. The 
text is divided, and members of the same expert group have the 
same part of the text. Students meet in their expert groups to discuss  
the text. They then move to their home group in which members 
have different sections of the text, and they provide information to 
their peers about the content that they read. Finally, students return 
to their expert groups to talk about how their part of the text fit into 
the whole text. This strategy provides students multiple opportuni-
ties to talk about the text.

Figure 3.7 Text rendering experience protocol.

1. Students read the text all the way through, and then read it a second 
time to select a powerful sentence, phrase, and word. Each should come 
from a different part of the document.

2. Students work in collaborative groups and select a facilitator and a 
scribe. The facilitator manages the process, while the scribe records the 
phrases and words identified. (Sentences are not recorded.)

3. Round 1: Each member reads his or her selected sentence with no 
further commentary by the individual or the group.

4. Round 2: Each member reads his or her selected phrase with no further 
commentary by the individual or the group. The scribe lists the phrases 
so that the group can see them.

5. Round 3: Each member reads his or her selected word with no further 
commentary by the individual or the group. The scribe lists the words so 
that the group can see them.

6. The members of the group discuss their impressions of the document 
based on the sentences, phrases, and words that were stated.

7. The members of the group discuss new understandings of the document 
that have emerged.




