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Figure 3.7  Percentage and Number of Students in the Bottom 
Two Bands, NAPLAN, Grades 3 and 5, 2014–2017

2014 yr 3 2017 yr 3 2014 yr 5 2017 yr 5

Reading  8

(53 students)

6.4

(41 students)

18

(82 students)

11

(58 students)

Writing 5

(32 students)

1.7

(11 students)

10.6

(46 students)

8.6

(43 students)

Numeracy 11

(68 students)

7.2

(46 students)

19.3

(84 students)

9.9

(49 students)

Figure 3.8  Percentage and Number of Students in the Top 
Two Bands, NAPLAN, Grades 3 and 5, 2014–2017

2014 yr 3 2017 yr 3 2014 yr 5 2017 yr 5

Reading  47

(282 students)

58

(367 students)

 29.6

(129 students)

42

(207 students)

Writing 57.4

(344 students)

64

(407 students)

 17.8

(77 students)

22

(109 students)

Numeracy 43

(258 students)

53

(335 students)

 27

(117 students)

34

(170 students)

The NAPLAN 2017 assessment suggests that continuous improve-
ment is happening at all levels in Cluster 5 schools. Most important, the 
learning culture is continually developing with a shared understanding 
of what is expected at every level. All teachers share a common under-
standing of the learning that is required to have every student succeed. 
This balanced improvement across all schools in reading, writing, and 
numeracy is shown more dramatically in Figure 3.9.

The “Z” scores for Grade 3 Cluster 5 (Figure 3.9) show that all 
NAPLAN assessment tasks—reading, writing, spelling, grammar, and 
numeracy—are impressively heading upward together. This is an indica-
tor that classroom pedagogy is changing to reflect CLARITY in all key 
learning areas. The impact of the CI on teaching in Cluster 5 has not 
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