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• Quizzing them ourselves, using things like think–Pair–Shares with 
no notes in front of them; frequent, efficient, and low-stakes quizzes 
that involve fill-in-the-blank, matching, one-word answer, or multiple 
choice; or short-answer quizzes in which students either earn a point 
or don’t earn a point for their response to one to three questions.

Both are important: lessons with built-in, efficient quizzing, and teaching the 
kids to own their learning with simple, effective learning strategies. We’ll 
explore these more in the next section.

Clauses and Phrases—Unit 2

An independent clause is a clause containing a subject, a verb, and a complete 
thought. An independent clause can stand alone as a sentence.

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE by itself: Steve excels in the classroom.

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE as part of a sentence:

Because he studies regularly, Steve excels in the classroom.

TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES joined in a compound sentence:

Steve is not a great athlete, but he excels in the classroom.

A dependent clause contains a subject and a verb but does not express a complete 
thought. It cannot stand alone as a sentence.

DEPENDENT CLAUSE as part of a sentence:

Because he studies regularly, Steve excels in the classroom.

Steve excels in the classroom because he studies regularly.

AAAWWUBBIS is an acronym to help you remember the basic subordinating 
conjunctions. An AAAWWUBBIS turns a sentence/independent clause into a  
dependent clause.

After Although As When/Whenever While Until/Unless Because Before If Since

SENTENCE: I studied for the test.

DEPENDENT CLAUSE/FRAGMENT: Although I studied for the test.

CORRECT: Although I studied for the test, I still did poorly.
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At the end of this introduction, Doug checks for initial understanding using a 

simple identification activity. Notice that this is a kind of retrieval practice (see 

Figure 3.7).

After Doug quickly goes over those answers with students, he has them practice 

the new information in a slightly more challenging manner, having them mark 

independent and dependent clauses in example sentences without the aid of 

any boldfaced type. Calling on students randomly, Doug quickly completes the 

activating background knowledge and identification work on his own sheet, cor-

recting misunderstandings as they arise. Students then move on to constructing 

sentences with their newly acquired knowledge. Notice how this is a different 

kind of practice: instead of identifying, they are creating (see Figure 3.8).

When these are completed, Doug invites students to share sentences with a 

partner, and then he calls on a few students at random to share their sentences. 

This is typically a fun exercise, as students enjoy sharing sentences that showcase 

their unique tastes and personalities.

The warm-ups Doug uses proceed in this fashion, with him mixing up— 

interleaving—the ways in which students practice using and retrieving the unit’s 

knowledge. Sometimes, they revise incorrect sentences. At other times, students 

complete multiple-choice exercises (see Figures 3.9 and 3.10).

All of this work is situated in the context of whatever writing Doug’s English 

students are currently working on, as well, so these “warm-ups” provide effi-

cient direct instruction and retrieval practice to increase how well his students 

(Continued)

A phrase is a group of words that does not contain its own subject or verb. It cannot 
stand alone as a sentence. For the sake of brevity, we will focus on a few types of 
phrases that are generally set off by commas: participial phrases, absolute phrases, 
and appositive phrases.

Participial phrases consist of a verb form ending in –en, –ed, or –ing that functions as 
an adjective. Participial phrases should always be placed next to the word or words that 
they are modifying.

Ex. Shaken and disturbed, Aaron turned off the television.
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