
HOLISTIC ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING RUBRIC

4 
Advanced

Essay has a clear focus, with multiple supporting details aligned to 
each claim. Each claim is logical and is consistent with the overall 
purpose. There are few or no spelling or grammar errors that interfere 
with meaning. 

3 
Proficient

Essay has a focus, and there is at least one supporting detail for 
each claim. The argument is logical but lacks some transitions or 
enumerations to support the reader’s understanding. There are few 
or no spelling or grammar errors that interfere with meaning.

2 
Developing

The purpose is somewhat unclear and is left to the reader to infer. 
There is a least one supporting detail for each claim. There is a 
logical order to the information, but there are few enumerations 
or transitions. Some spelling or grammatical errors interfere with 
meaning and clarity. 

1
Needs 

Improvement

The purpose is unclear, and the logic of the claims is disorganized. 
Some claims do not have supporting details. The number of spelling 
or grammar errors significantly interferes with meaning and clarity. 
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