
7171CHAPTER 3 WILL IN READING COMPREHENSION

Resourcefulness: Cognitive Capacity

A second dimension of learning dispositions concerns the resource-
fulness of the student to leverage skills to make things work. Some 
of these are related directly to reading comprehension skills, such 
as formulating questions and making connections to other knowl-
edge, subjects, and texts. However, another element of resource-
fulness is reasoning. In reading, reasoning is a function of drawing 
inferences. When reading narrative texts, the ability to infer a char-
acter’s motivation, for example, requires being able to deduce how 
circumstances might logically influence the character’s actions. 
When reading informational texts, reasoning is used to deduce 
whether the writer’s argument is sound and valid. For instance, 
a reader uses reasoning when she recognizes that just because an 
author has stated several pieces of evidence to support his claim, 
it doesn’t mean that there isn’t other evidence to refute the claim. 
Reasoning works at the microlevel of the text, too. The relative 
cohesion of a text—how concepts and ideas hang together— 
make a text more or less complex. Consider these two possible 
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Figure 3.2 Flow as the relationship between challenge and skill.




