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and students. Just below the surface are the literacies needed to 
acquire knowledge, especially reading, writing, and numeracy.  
These are a bit less apparent, as they are the undercurrent and are 
therefore more challenging to measure and track. The deepest layer 
is also the least apparent to either the teacher or the learner. The dis-
positions and attitudes toward learning—such as tolerance for errors, 
a willingness to embrace challenge, and the emotional strength to 
persevere—influence the learning that occurs at the surface. Impor-
tantly, not all high-achieving students possess these dispositions, 
any more than those not yet making expected progress lack them.

The dispositions toward reading, or what we call will, must be 
taught with the same intention and vigor as the skills of reading 
comprehension. There is good reason to do so, as reading com-
prehension growth is associated with reading motivation (Guthrie 
et al., 2007). Further, students’ attitudes toward reading mediate 
teachers’ instructional influence (Huang & Chen 2019). In other 
words, student reading attitudes impact instructional benefit. In 
their study of nearly 4,000 fourth-grade students, researchers found 
that the effectiveness of a teacher’s reading comprehension skills 
instruction was dependent to a significant degree on the students’ 
attitude toward reading. Students with a negative attitude did not 
benefit as much from the teacher’s instruction, regardless of their 
reading skills level.

Figure 3.1 The learning river.
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