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DIRECTIONS: Examine the underlined portions. Plug in each possible answer. Choose the best answer.

 5 6

Having no other place to go. Andrea headed to her mothers house. 
The two of them

 7 8

would have to find some way to get along with each other. If they were 
going to survive.

5. A. no change

B.      go Andrea

C.    go, Andrea

D.     go and 
Andrea

6. A. no change

B.     mother’s

C.    mother’s

D.  mother’s

7. A. no change

B.      too

C.    two

D.   and

8. A. no change

B.     other, if

C.   other so

D.   other if

FIGURE 3.10 • Multiple-Choice exercise
Source: Worksheet created by Doug Stark. Used with permission.

at ever-increasing depth and complexity, thus “spiraling” content over years 

(Brunner, 1960; Johnston, 2012).

In Erica Beaton’s U.S. history course, students are taught and quizzed through-

out the year using a large, grid-like tool she’s built called the Big Picture Guide 

(BPG; see Figure 3.11). The columns of the BPG contain the four themes Beaton 

wants her students to attend to, and the rows are the United States presidents 

from Lincoln to Trump. Within each grid, Erica teaches her students key 

facts, and over the course of the year she quizzes her students on the cumu-

lative material they’ve learned, including information from units finished in  

previous months.

As Erica and her students move through the year, she asks students to add to 

the BPG notes. This extra attention to the major events students need to know 

helps reinforce students’ preparation for end-of-unit assessments—but what’s 

most important to note about the BPG is that they never drop their retrieval 

practice of all the earlier presidents. Students are expected to retain all the BPG 

facts throughout the entire year, and hopefully beyond, to support their long-

term flourishing.

Erica uses cognitive science strategies to create challenging, spaced retrieval 

practice to make sure this retention actually happens. She starts by introducing 


