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HOW: INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

WHO: Elementary/Middle
WHEN: During a lesson
CONTENT AREA(S): Cross-curricular

•	 Engage students in a prewriting activity called four square writing 
according to the following guidelines:

{{ Take a piece of 8- by 11-inch white paper and fold it both vertically 
and horizontally so that when you open it, the paper forms four 
squares.

{{ Draw a rectangle in the middle of the paper and label it with a 
small Box 1. Box 1 would contain a topic sentence for a paragraph 
to be written.

{{ Label the top left square as Box 2, the top right square as Box 3, the 
bottom left square as Box 4, and the bottom right square as Box 5.

{{ Boxes 2–4 would each contain one detail or reason in support of 
the topic sentence in box 1. Additional sentences could be written 
in boxes 2–4 in support of the details already recorded in each box.

{{ Box 5 would contain either a conclusion, summary, or feeling 
statement in support of the topic sentence.

{{ From this prewriting activity, students can then form paragraphs. 
Students in kindergarten who are not yet writing can draw pictures 
in each box or dictate their sentences to the teacher who can then 
record them (Tate, 2014a, pp. 154–155).
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WHO: Elementary/Middle/High
WHEN: During a lesson
CONTENT AREA(S): Cross-curricular

•	 As you present a lecturette (a mini-lecture of five to seven minutes), 
have students write key concepts and phrases that will help them remember 


