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type (see Figure 2.8). This group identity is something that my students find 

compelling, and I hope it cultivates in them a value proposition that can travel 

outside my room: the work I do in school is valuable especially when it’s hard 

because I’m the kind of person who does hard things.

FIGURE 2.8 •  every day, i teach beneath a reminder of our classroom’s  
Do hard Things ethos.

Source: Photo by Alyssa Roelofs.

Give them choice. Shared knowledge building is too important to me to pro-

vide students with a choice-only learning environment, but that doesn’t mean 

choice has no role in my classroom. For example, after we complete our first 

Burning Questions of the Year (BQY) article series (see Chapter 3), I ask students 

to brainstorm questions that they’d like to explore. My students ask questions 

that cohere around big, burning questions like “What could end the world?” and 

“What can we do to make the world better?” Their questions, then, drive the 

future weekly articles I’ll give them as we seek to build knowledge beyond the 

curriculum. Because my choice of articles is directed, in part, by the things they 

are curious about, it’s easier for my students to find personal value in this work.

The ideas in this chapter can be a bit overwhelming, and it only gets worse once 

you start diving deeper into the research (see Dig Deeper sidebar on page 27). I 

find it helpful and clarifying to organize belief-supporting efforts by time of year. 

Here you’ll find an example based on the contents of this chapter.


