
Retrieved from the companion website for The Five Practices in Practice: Successfully Orchestrating Mathematics Discussions in Your High School Classroom by Margaret (Peg) Smith, Michael Steele, and Miriam 
Gamoran Sherin. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin.com. Copyright © 2020 by Corwin Press, Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction authorized for educational use by educators, local school sites, 
and/or noncommercial or nonprofit entities that have purchased the book.

Binomial Expansion Task—Modified
Show how to find (3x + 4)(2x – 5) using each method:

a. Distributive property

b. FOIL method

c. Vertical or column method

d. Algebra tiles

Choose two of the methods a–d and for each of the 
selected methods describe: (1) the ways in which they 
are similar and different; and (2) how they both show 
the product.


