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FIGURE 2.6 •  Unemployment Rates and earnings by educational Attainment, 2016
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. October 24, 2017. Retrieved from https://www.bls.gov/emp/ep_chart_001.htm.

Note: Data are for persons age 25 and over. Earnings are for full-time wage and salary workers.
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the discussion from comprehension (What’s the chart saying about educational 

attainment?) to application (What does this mean for my life?). I’m careful to 

explain to students what a median is, and I want to be clear that the chart isn’t 

wrong because Bill Gates dropped out of college and is now a billionaire or because 

Uncle Jimmy dropped out of high school and now owns some really sweet muscle 

cars. The point of this reading, writing, and speaking exercise is to help my students 

see that educational attainment tends to have economic utility. That’s far from the 

only reason why it’s important, but it’s certainly one of the reasons.

Communicate the academic foundations required by careers, too. I like doing 

a similarly brief, targeted close reading activity with David Conley’s (2014,  

pp. 47–49) readiness spectrum (see Figure 2.7). College obviously requires 

academic preparation, but many of my students are surprised to learn that 

careers do, too. Conley (2012) classifies careers as post-secondary pathways that 

require pathway-oriented training or certification in addition to high school 

coursework. Important for a good percentage of my students each year, this 

includes military and technical pathways.


