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Analogic phonics is a subtype of analytic phonics and is used to 
assist students in using known words to get at unknown words. For 
example, a student may know the word owl but stumbles on growl. 
The instruction is focused 
on two elements—reading  
the entire word from left  
to right, and utilizing 
the part that the stu-
dent already knows. This 
should not be confused 
with guessing at a word—
we never want students to 
simply guess. Rather, the 
intention with analogic 
phonics is to help the 
reader locate and consol-
idate the information she 
has in order to take on a 
new word. 

As discussed in Chapter 1, automaticity is essential to reading. Rapid 
automatized naming (RAN) is a measure of a child’s ability to name 
letters, words, and nonwords (also colors and numbers) quickly and 
is a predictor of decoding and comprehension (Araújo et al., 2015). 
Therefore, daily phonics instruction should include opportunities 

Top-down approach uses
phonograms (-ack) to make

new words

Bottom-up approach with
adherence to left-to-right

progression within the word

Analogic Phonics is a subtype.
A known phonogram or part
is used to get to an unknown

word (e.g., using -ace to figure
out space.
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Figure 2.6 Types of phonics instruction. 

Unlike synthetic phonics,  
which focuses at the phoneme 
level, analytic phonics  
attends to larger sound  
units (phonograms). 
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