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Unfortunately, too often reading comprehension skills instruction 
emphasizes the “what and how” and provides little opportunity for 
students to get to the “when and why” stage of knowledge. A curric-
ularized approach to reading comprehension strategies instruction, 
which we discussed in Chapter 1, reinforces a narrow understanding, 
as students are falsely led to believe that you use only one skill at a 
time. In other words, six weeks of summarization instruction without 
attention to how other strategies are utilized doesn’t do any favors to 
students. Of course, students should be taught reading comprehen-
sion strategies with intention. But once students have been taught 
the declarative and procedural knowledge of comprehension strat-
egies, our work must shift to growing their conditional knowledge 
capacity. This means utilizing these with increasingly complex texts, 
and continually interleaving instruction so that students are able to 
think flexibly. 

Interleaved instruction is the practice of mixing topics, or in this 
case reading comprehension strategies, to strengthen learning and 
deepen schema. “I make sure I jumble things up even when we’re 
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Figure 2.2 Types of knowledge and their functions. 

Type of 
Knowledge

What Is It? What It Does Example

Declarative Definitional level 
learning that 
answers “what”

Entry level factual 
knowledge that 
builds initial 
understanding 
and early 
categorization

A reader can 
define what a 
mnemonic is. 

Procedural Process level 
of learning that 
answers “how”

Application of a 
procedure such 
that the learner 
can accurately and 
reliably replicate it

A reader can 
accurately develop 
a mnemonic when 
prompted to do 
so. 

Conditional Problem-solving 
and decision-
making level of 
learning that 
answers “when 
and why”

Strategic and 
fluent use of 
procedures for 
the purpose of 
resolving problems 
under a wide range 
of circumstances

A reader 
recognizes when a 
mnemonic would 
be useful and 
develops one in 
order to memorize 
important 
information. 




