
Retrieved from the companion website for High School Mathematics Lessons to Explore, Understand, and Respond to Social Injustice 
by Robert Q. Berry III, Basil M. Conway IV, Brian R. Lawler, and John W. Staley. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin.com. Copyright  
© 2020 by Corwin Press, Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction authorized for educational use by educators, local school sites, and/or 
noncommercial or nonprofit entities that have purchased the book.

Guiding questions for what matters.

Content Matters Context Matters

When considering any SJML, ask 
yourself:

1.	 How will the lesson contribute to the 
learning goals for my class?

2.	How does the lesson contribute to 
developing students’ deep under-
standing of the mathematics stan-
dards for the course?

3.	How does the lesson connect to an 
issue that is relevant to my students?

4.	How does the SJML allow students 
to use mathematics as a sociopoliti-
cal tool of analysis?

When considering any SJML, ask yourself:

1.	 What is my purpose for including the social justice 
topic as part of the lesson? (Consider the over-
arching goals for the class, alignment to content 
standards, connections to students’ lived experi-
ences, possible biases and alternative perspec-
tives of self and others, and how to facilitate the 
learning and conversations to allow students’ 
voices to be shared and heard.)

2.	What do I know about how this topic intersects 
with local concerns and interests? How might 
this topic be received in my local setting?

3.	Who is on my team of allies ready to support 
me?

4.	How does the SJML contribute to building stu-
dents’ identity and agency?

When Matters How Matters

When considering any SJML, ask 
yourself:

1.	 How might this SJML contribute to 
the goals for this particular unit or 
course?

2.	What current events are relevant to 
this SJML?

3.	How does the SJML build on previ-
ous lessons or preview future les-
sons?

4.	What might my students already 
know about the mathematics and 
social justice topic of this SJML?

When considering any SJML, ask yourself:

1.	 What instructional strategies will I use to engage 
each and every student in the lesson, both the 
mathematics and social justice topics?

2.	What questions will I use to facilitate the learn-
ing process for both the mathematics and the 
social injustices?

3.	How might my students react to this SJML, and 
how will I prepare for that?

4.	How will I assess my students’ ability to apply 
the mathematics they are learning in the context 
of the lesson?

5.	How will I assess the degree to which my stu-
dents have met my mathematics goals and my 
social justice goals?


