
2323CHAPTER 2 SKILL IN READING COMPREHENSION

Scarborough (2002), building on the Simple View of Reading or SVR 
(Gough & Tunmer, 1986), visualized various aspects of reading as 
strands that combine to create a rope. The SVR suggests that read-
ing (R) is composed of two components: decoding (D) and linguistic 
comprehension (C). In this model, R = D × C, and if either D or C 
is missing, then R cannot occur. Scarborough’s version focuses on 
word recognition and language comprehension, each of which has 
several components. When the strands weave together, the result is 
skilled readers (see Figure 2.1). As we have noted, these strands are 
not isolated but rather interconnected, which is why we particularly 
like this visual. But to foreshadow the upcoming chapters, the will 
and thrill of comprehension are also important. But without skills, 
it’s hard to have a will or thrill. 
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Figure 2.1 The strands of skilled reading. 
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