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explain how the solution was derived to the entire class. This individual 
accountability helps to ensure that one person does not do all the work 
while other students watch and applaud their efforts.

WHO: Elementary/Middle/High
WHEN: During a lesson
CONTENT AREA(S): Cross-curricular

•	 When students have difficulty working together as a cooperative 
group, you may want to teach some social skills necessary for effective 
functioning. For example, construct a T-chart similar to the one below 
where each social skill is considered from two perspectives: (1) what it 
looks like and (2) what it sounds like. Social skills could include the follow-
ing: paying undivided attention, encouraging one another, or critiquing 
ideas and not peers.

Observe each group and make a tally mark on a sheet every time the 
social skill is practiced by any student in the group. Provide feedback to 
the class during a debriefing following the cooperative activity. You may 
also assign a student in each group to fulfill the function of a process observer 
who collects the data for the group. The process observer cannot talk and 
only observes the group. Therefore, it may be beneficial to make your more 
talkative student in each group the process observer (Tate, 2014a).

Looks Like Sounds Like

Eye contact

Leaning forward

One person speaking

Not distracted

One person speaking at a time

Asking appropriate questions

Paraphrasing what is being said

Summarizing what is being said

Paying Attention

Figure 13.1 
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•	 Another way to help ensure individual accountability is to assign 
group roles for students to fulfill during the cooperative learning activity. 
Some of the following roles can be assigned:

{{ Facilitator—Ensures that the group stays on task and completes 
the given activity

{{ Scribe—Writes down anything the group has to submit in writing


