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FIGURE 1.7 •  The final ring of the bull’s-eye involves literacy-rich learning 
experiences in ways that make sense throughout the school day.
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MORE READING, MORE WRITING, MORE SPEAKING  
AND LISTENING: LITERACY AS A MEANS AND AN END

Finally, in this book I’ll argue that we ought to target beliefs, knowledge 

building, and argument work in our classrooms through literacy-rich learning 

experiences. Specifically, we need to give ourselves space as professionals to 

get great at incorporating discipline-appropriate reading (Chapter 5), writing 

(Chapter 6), and speaking and listening (Chapter 7). In all of these areas, we 

need to consider which reading and writing and speaking/listening exercises are 

authentic for a given course or discipline and how we might use literacy-rich 

learning experiences to strengthen mastery throughout the school day.

These three aspects of literacy—reading, writing, and speaking and listening—

form the outer ring of the bull’s-eye (see Figure 1.7), and that completes our 


