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FIGURE 1.6 •  The second ring is about our two-pronged approach to making 
kids smarter: knowledge building and argument.
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And second, we need kids to be able to argue—in a winsome, amicable manner—

in ways that are appropriate to our disciplines and courses. You’ll find me to be 

far from an argumentative purist; instead, I’m interested in how we can help 

our students be the kinds of people who are eager to get to the bottom of big 

questions, willing to roll up their sleeves as they work collaboratively to come 

to resolutions on tricky issues, and capable of making good decisions. That’s 

what argument ought to aim at throughout the school day: the cultivation of 

amicable arguers. This is what we’ll be exploring in Chapter 4.

Together, knowledge and argument form the next ring of the These 6 Things 

bull’s-eye (see Figure 1.6).


