
99CHAPTER 1 THE POINT OF COMPREHENSION IS NOT COMPREHENSION

Figure 1.2 Sample student letter. 

What could have been an ordinary, compliance-oriented task turned 
into an opportunity to deepen students’ understanding about the 
holiday and, at the same time, allow them to practice their com-
prehension skills, enable them to build background and vocabulary 
knowledge, show them that reading was cool, and reinforce their 
ability to take action in the world. To our thinking, that’s what com-
prehension is all about. As David Pearson (personal communication, 
2018) noted, the goal of comprehension isn’t comprehension; it’s to 

As David Pearson 
noted, the goal of 
comprehension isn’t 
comprehension; it’s to 
do something with the 
knowledge gained.




