
88 COMPREHENSION

how to summarize information and ask questions. All of these skills 
were put to the test when they encountered a complex piece of text 
that explained veterans and Veterans Day. 

The skill aspect of the learning was not in isolation. Embedded in the 
experience was a recognition of the need to attend to the will to read. 
Ms. Gengler’s framing of the lesson helped, but so did the fact that 
they would have a day off of school the following week, and no one 
had really explained why there were specific school holidays. They 
also knew that there was a celebration at their school and that they 
could present at the celebration if they wanted. 

As part of the design of the experience, students understood that 
they would have opportunities to produce things as a result of their 
reading. Students were invited to write letters. Some wrote to military 
veterans; others wrote to explain the day. See Figure 1.2 for a sample 
letter written by a third grader to a veteran. Some wanted to pres-
ent at the school celebration; others did not. Some wanted to share  
their understanding with family members; others wanted to  
create posters comparing Veterans Day with Remembrance Day, held 
on the same day in other countries. 

Figure 1.1 Student graphic organizer. 




