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Effective teaching is not
just about using strategies—
it’s about using the right
strategies at the right time,
for the right purpose, with
the right level of support.
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Instructional Strategies to
Move Learning Forward

50+ Tools That Support the Gradual
Release of Responsibility

Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey, Kierstan Barbee,
and Sarah Ortega

Discover over 50 strategies to meet your students where
they are and help them succeed.

Every teacher faces a recurring question in the classroom: What strategy
will help this student learn right now? With hundreds of potential
strategies available, the challenge lies in choosing the right approach at
the right time. Instructional Strategies to Move Learning Forward does
exactly that, equipping educators with thoughtfully curated instructional
strategies designed to advance learning for all students. Grounded in the
Gradual Release of Responsibility (GRR) framework, this book empowers
you to select and implement purposeful strategies that address your
students’ specific needs at a specific moment in their learning while
ensuring long-term success.

This content-rich guide provides practical tools and insights that
emphasize why, when, and how instructional strategies can move learning
forward, with:

- Research-informed rationale for why each strategy works and how each
supports meaningful learning

- Detailed step-by-step guidance for implementation, ensuring every
strategy can be immediately applied in your classroom

- Adaptability across contexts: Strategies designed for use across
grades, content areas, and student needs—including multilingual
learners and those requiring differentiated support

- Connections for each strategy to the GRR framework for cohesive
lesson planning and consistent results

This resource is not about collecting tools; it’s about reflection,
intentionality, and impact. Whether you're a new teacher seeking
strategies to build your toolkit or an experienced educator refining your
craft, this book will help you make informed instructional decisions

that lead to powerful learning opportunities. Learn how to foster clarity,
connection, and critical thinking in your students while building confident
and independent learners.




