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Clarity

Dr. Klein, the physics professor profiled earlier, also uses “I can” statements. The 

success criteria for the learning intentions presented earlier include the following:

Learning Intention Success Criteria

I am learning that an electric charge can be 

positive or negative.

•	 I can recognize positive and negative 

charges.

•	 I can summarize the difference between 

positive and negative charges.

I am learning about the law of conservation 

of electric charge.

•	 I can explain what the law of conservation 

of electric charge means for an isolated 

system.

•	 I can define the law of conservation of 

electric charge in my own words.

•	 I can write the law of conservation of 

electric charge.

I am learning to define electric current, 

electrical potential difference in a circuit, 

and power.

•	 I can describe (in my own words) electric 

current, electrical potential difference in a 

circuit, and power, and how they relate to 

each other.

•	 I can recognize that electric current, 

electrical potential difference in a circuit, 

and power are related to circuits.

I am learning to solve problems involving 

electric current, electric charge, and time.

•	 I can determine values for current, electric 

charge, and time in complex situations.

•	 I can recall that electric current is equal to 

the amount of charge movement per time.

•	 I can calculate current in a simple circuit 

when charge is known and time is known.

I am learning to solve problems involving 

electrical potential difference.

•	 I can determine values for electrical  

potential difference in complex situations.

•	 I can recall the formula for calculating 

electrical potential difference.

•	 I can calculate the electrical potential 

difference between two points.

ITEMS ON A 
CHECKLIST 
NEED TO BE 
UNDERSTOOD 
BY STUDENTS. 

In addition to “I can” statements, professors can use checklists, rubrics, 

exemplars, and modeling to ensure that students know what success looks like. 

In some content areas, these are more effective than “I can” statements. For 

example, in writing, the use of a checklist can help prevent formulaic pieces. Of 

course, items on a checklist need to be understood by students. Consider the 

following checklist for an introductory course in writing and rhetoric:

•	 Topic is introduced effectively.

•	 Related ideas are grouped together to give some organization.




