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by definition, precisely not being common or standard. We should have creative 
curricula, creative standards, and creative assessment instead of the “common” version 
of each. Don’t we want students to have creative, rather than common, minds?

There is no doubt that the intensity of Curiosity & Creativity tends to diminish 
over time due to the habituating effects of the environment, and some would say, 
the process of maturation itself (Schmitt & Lahroodi, 2008, p. 144). Therefore, to 
sustain student intellectual engagement, schools must work to develop learning 
environments that invite active questioning and creative exploration and “to 
preserve the most remarkable features of the young mind—its adventurousness, 
its generativity, its resourcefulness, and its flashes of flexibility and creativity” 
(Gardner, 1993, p. 111). What do students think about Curiosity & Creativity in 
their schools?

CURIOSITY & CREATIVITY STATEMENTS % IN AGREEMENT 

I feel comfortable asking questions in class. 64%

My teachers present lessons in different ways. 76%

At school I am encouraged to be creative. 67%

I enjoy working on projects with other students. 70%

My classes help me understand what is happening in my everyday life. 44%

School inspires me to learn. 65%

I enjoy learning new things. 80%

I learn new things that are interesting to me at school. 72%

What I learn in school will benefit my future. 79%

IMPROVING THE ODDS

To note that 4 out of 5 students like to learn new things is heartening. Students 
who enjoy learning new things are more likely to put forth their best effort, affirm 
the importance of good grades, push themselves academically, work hard to reach 
their goals, and be excited about their future than their disinterested peers. 
Furthermore, students who are innately curious are nine times more likely to say 
that school meets their interest in learning new things. Clearly students’ natural 
curiosity must be mined for its potential to be highly self-motivating.

80% of students say “I enjoy learning new things.” These students are . . .

•	 9 times more likely to think they learn new things that are interesting 
at school

•	 7 times more likely to report that getting good grades is important 
to them

•	 7 times more likely to feel they work hard to reach their goals

CHAPTER 5  •  StUdENtS SpEAk AboUt ENGAGEMENt 


