
The results for Confidence to Take Action are among the highest on the survey. 
The majority of students surveyed seem to feel strongly that they are capable of 
achieving their goals. The data does, however, raise three concerns.

IMPROVING THE ODDS

The first concern is that students’ self-confidence is not matched in their eyes by 
their teachers’ confidence in them. This is perhaps one of the most disconcerting 
findings in the survey. We should note here that there has been a vigorous debate 
about whether teachers’ expectations are correlated with student performance 
because (a) teachers’ perceptions are accurate, (b) teachers’ assessment of student 
work is biased by their expectations, or (c) students live up (or down) to teachers’ 
expectations ( Jussim & Eccles, 1992).

75% of students say “Teachers believe in me and expect me to be successful.” 
These students are . . . 

•	 6 times more likely to believe school is preparing them well for their 
futures

•	 6 times more likely to feel they are encouraged to be creative at 
school

•	 5 times more likely to think getting good grades is important
•	 5 times more likely to say they enjoy participating in their classes
•	 5 times more likely to say they learn new things that are interesting 

to them at school
•	 4 times more likely to say they push themselves to do better academically
•	 4 times more likely to feel they work hard to reach their goals

CONFIDENCE TO TAKE ACTION STATEMENTS % IN AGREEMENT 

I believe I can be successful. 91%

I believe I can make a difference in this world. 63%

teachers believe in me and expect me to be successful. 76%

Going to college is important to my future. 86%

I work hard to reach my goals. 79%

I am excited about my future. 77%

I think it is important to set high goals. 76%

I know the kind of person I want to become. 82%

School is preparing me well for my future. 65%
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