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Foster a love of mathematics by creating a more
inclusive and empowering learning environment
through asset-based teaching!

An asset-based perspective on math education means starting
with what students already know instead of focusing on what's
missing. This approach elevates student thinking and reasoning
skills. In this way, educators acknowledge that all students

bring prior experiences, strengths, talents, and resources to the
learning process and can contribute meaningfully in an authentic
learning environment. Transform Your Math Class Using Asset-
Based Teaching for Grades 6-12 provides insight into asset-based
perspectives in mathematics education to create an environment
where all students feel valued and capable of being doers of
mathematics. In the book, Michael Steele and Joleigh Honey
highlight the importance of using language, instructional routines,
and systemic structure that positively impact student engagement,
their math identity, and ultimately their outcomes.

Providing a wealth of knowledge and practical strategies that can
be used to transform math classrooms into inclusive, supportive,
and empowering learning environments, this book:

* Introduces an asset-based perspective that focuses on
students’ strengths, assets, and potential to learn mathematics

* Includes a variety of frameworks and tools that teachers can
use to build and grow their sense of asset-based perspectives

e Offers strategies for promoting a growth mindset in
mathematics, encouraging productive struggle in math, and
promoting equitable math instruction

* Supports teachers in reflecting on their decisions, self-
awareness, and self-management

* Includes a companion online study guide to support teachers
individually or as part of a professional learning community

Adopting asset-based perspectives is about movement over
time, not about flipping a switch. This book paves the path for an
asset-based journey that ultimately helps to transform our math
classrooms and advance all students’ learning and development.
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Our education lexicon is filled
with often overused—and
seriously misunderstood—terms
like rigor, differentiation, and
(sadly) asset-based. Fortunately,
in this accessible, practical, and
powerful book, Steele and

Honey help us convert “asset-
based” into a way of thinking
and acting that can truly
transform our interactions with
students and classes.
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