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Text Structures from 
Fairy Tales
Truisms That Help Students Write 
About Abstract Concepts... and live 
Happily Ever After
Gretchen Bernabei, Judi Reimer

Centered on classic fairy tales, each lesson includes a 
writing prompt accompanied by a planning framework. 
Students write a truism, select or create a text structure, 
and write a kernel essay that serves as scaffolding 
for a detailed rhetorical piece and start to move 
from depending on teacher guidance to becoming 
autonomous analytical writers. This book empowers you 
to

• Use each fairy tale lesson for reading, writing, or 
both 

• Cluster lessons around a particular literacy concept 
or use each as a standalone lesson 

•  Pair fairy tales thematically with other readings 

• Customize text structure options to meet your 
students’ needs

• Encourage students to create their own text 
structures 

• Teach students simple ways to expand their ideas 
into detailed, rich essays 

Put Text Structures From Fairy Tales to work in your 
classroom and soon your students will be writing 
happily ever after. 
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