
Class at-a-Glance Formative Assessment Tools

Things to notice and remember:

•	 Each chart asks teachers to note strengths and what is in place (NOT “deficits” or what students are not 
yet doing independently).

•	 Each chart intends to help teachers visually see whole-class and small-group patterns. 

•	 Each chart supports teachers in prioritizing goals and next steps that are based off strengths and in a 
student’s zone of proximal development. 

•	 Each chart aims to help teachers use information from formal and informal assessments so it becomes 
formative and actionable—not simply a number reported on a spreadsheet.

•	 A word of caution: These charts record “snapshots” of observations about student strengths and areas 
of readiness. These are not stagnant and could never represent all there is to know about a student 
and their areas of interest, or even their areas of readiness. Students continue to change, grow, and 
progress all of the time . . . a chart could never capture all that happens in the classroom day to day.
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