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CHECKLIST: NOMINAL GROUP TECHNIQUE

✔

Teacher presents a question or problem.

Students (on their own or in pairs) write down their ideas about how to 
respond to the question or problem.

All ideas are recorded by the teacher or student discussion host2 (if 
students are meeting in groups).

The teacher or student discussion host directs students’ attention to each 
idea and asks for comments.

Students vote privately to identify best ideas. Sometimes students 
generate criteria for voting before they vote.

Teacher presents a question or problem.

Students (on their own or in pairs) write down their ideas about how to 
respond to the question or problem.

✔

Available for download at resources.corwin.com/impactcycleonline
resources

As the co-teaching form shows, coach and teacher have broken down 
exactly how they will collaborate throughout the lesson. The teacher will 
introduce the lesson and provide a mini-lecture. The coach will introduce 
the nominal group technique and move students through the process 
step-by-step. The coach will initiate the debrief after the activity, but the 
content teacher will jump in to lead the discussion to the extent she feels 
comfortable. Finally, the content teacher will wrap the lesson up with a 
post-organizer. Throughout the lesson, both teachers will monitor students 
to make sure they understand the activity they are doing and the content 
they are learning.

When coaches model through co-teaching, they are engaging in a special 
form of collaboration, so I spoke with co-teaching and collaboration expert 
Suzanne Robinson, from the KU Department of Special Education, to get 
her insight into how instructional coaches should conduct themselves when 
they are co-teaching. Suzanne and I agreed that a coaching relationship 

2. For more information on student discussion hosts, see High-Impact Instruction 
(Knight, 2007, p. 285).


