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How Many Checklists?

Coaches should share as many checklists as are necessary for a teacher to 
implement a new strategy effectively, but ideally that is a small number of 
checklists. For some teaching strategies, a coach might need to share only 
one checklist, but for others they may need to share several. For example, for 
learning maps, coaches probably need several checklists describing (a) the 
characteristics of effective maps, (b) how to create a map, (c) using maps on 
the first day of the unit, (d) using maps throughout the unit, and (e) using a 
map at the end of a unit. Example checklists follow.

CHECKLIST: LEARNING MAP✔
A QUALITY LEARNING MAP: ✔
Answers all the guiding questions

Has a starting map with only the core idea, paraphrase, and subtopics

Has a complete ending map on no more than one page

Shows connections through line labels

Is organized according to the sequence of the learning in the unit

CHECKLIST: CREATING LEARNING MAPS✔
✔

Identify the knowledge, skills, and big ideas and other information 
that needs to be in the map.

Display everything by transferring information to sticky notes and 
putting it out where it all can be seen.

Organize information into a map.

Connect information using line labels.

Refine the map by adding, subtracting, combining, and simplifying.

Sample Learning Maps Checklists


