
information, you can then meet to discuss and 
create plans or interventions to help the selected 
student(s).

In many cases, we just sit and vent about a stu-
dent who is struggling or dealing with outside 
influences. The question remains, does that help 
build a relationship culture where teachers and 
administrators are empowered to make decisions 
and work on real-life solutions for kids? Try 
going a bit further after collecting your index 
cards. Write down information about the stu-
dent that will help with creating real solutions to 
help with issues. It also helps keep us focused 
when we discuss this student’s well-being with others. 
Areas you might include are the following:

The students in my classroom only 
have 185ish days to spend with me. 
I don’t want to waste them yelling 
about things that don’t matter. I 

want them to enjoy their time and 
learn, so I don’t sweat the small 
stuff. I remember that we have 

limited time so we should all enjoy it.

—Kelsey Gill, teacher, Goshen 
Middle School, Oh

Social  
iSSueS

emotional 
iSSueS

academic  
iSSueS

outSide 
influenceS

•• how is the student 
socially with his 
or her peers? Does 
she get along well 
with others? has 
she made a group 
of friends? and who 
are some of her 
friends?

•• is he talkative or 
more quiet and shy?

•• are her social 
interactions 
appropriate for her 
age?

•• how well does he 
communicate with 
peers and adults?

•• Do her social 
issues affect her 
schoolwork or 
the classroom 
environment?

•• how does he 
handle praise 
and conflict?

•• Does she 
show no 
emotional 
connections 
with you or 
others?

•• Does he cry 
easily, or is 
he quick to 
anger?

•• how does she 
interact with 
her peers and 
others?

•• When you review 
this student’s 
achievement data, 
what areas are his 
strengths and what 
are the areas that 
need improvement?

•• Does she have the 
basic organizational 
skills and tools to be 
successful?

•• What do his grades 
looks like for this 
year as compared to 
past years?

•• What skills has 
the student 
shown regarding 
proficiency and 
advancement?

•• Does she need 
some enrichment 
or remediation to 
help her become 
successful?

•• how much 
support does he 
have outside of 
school?

•• Whom does she 
rely on outside of 
school?

•• are there home 
and safety issues?

•• are there 
medications or 
other health 
issues?

•• Can he count 
on supportive 
adults in his life 
such as parents, 
grandparents, or 
siblings?

•• has there been 
a recent divorce 
or other family-
related concerns?
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