
There are two key aspects to the condition of Belonging in schools. First, at the com-
munal level, a school environment should be warm, welcoming, and friendly. Students 
must perceive school as a place they feel connected and supported. Students should be 
safe from unwelcome behaviors, like bullying, and feel comfortable in common areas. 
Additionally, a school to which a student feels he or she belongs is a source of pride. 
Second, at a more personal level, students should feel accepted for who they are by 
teachers and peers, and believe that teachers care about their problems and feelings. 
The following My Voice statements test for these two indicators of school Belonging:

BELONGING STATEMENTS % IN AGREEMENT 

School is a welcoming and friendly place. 66%

I feel accepted for who I am at school. 72%

Teachers make an effort to get to know me. 57%

I have difficulty fitting in at school. 21%

Teachers care about my problems and feelings. 51%

I am proud of my school. 58%

I am a valued member of my school community. 45%

I think bullying is a problem in my school. 49%

Clearly, far too many students do not 
experience school as a place they feel a 
sense of connection, pride, support, and 
safety. These findings may surprise 
teachers and school leaders who work 
to create a sense of community within 
the school building. While nearly three 
quarters of students agree with the 
statement “I feel accepted for who I am 
at school,” the finding that only about 
half of the students surveyed believe 
their teachers care about their prob-
lems and feelings is troubling. While 
most teachers would claim they care 
deeply about their students, teachers 
need to express their care in ways that 
are meaningful for students. For many 
students, this is as much about teachers’ 
interest in them at a personal level (e.g., inquiring about hobbies outside of school, 
attending sports events or theatrical performances) as it is about teachers prepar-
ing lessons and correcting assignments in a timely fashion. When we ask students 
about these latter efforts as evidence that teachers care, students reply, “I want 
teachers to care about me, not just my grades.”
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