
created based on student perceptions of leadership and what it means to have a 
voice in their school and local community. The groups also meet a desire to have 
students try on a career interest.

Some of their work has included:

•	 A K–2 group made dog and cat toys and treats for the local animal shelter after 
learning about the shelter from its director. 

•	 A Grades 3–5 group created bracelets, paper airplanes, drawings, and so on to 
sell during lunchtime. All proceeds went to the local soup kitchen. 

•	 A Grades 3–5 group, with the help of the maintenance team, kept the school 
ground looking neat and clean. This included trash pickup, weeding the garden, 
breaking up ice patches in the winter, and so on.

•	 Another Grades 3–5 group designed and built, with the help of a group of stu-
dents from the local college, a simplified version of a ropes course that they 
could use at recess to promote belonging, cooperation, and fun. 

Through these experiences, students learned to connect their interests to a wide variety 
of options for their futures. While no doubt our youngest students will change who and 
what they will be several times as they mature, there is no question that involving 
them in future-thinking now both inspires them and makes school more engaging. In 
fact, on Student Interest Group days, the school had nearly perfect attendance!

Source: Susan Inman.

High Imagination 

Sets goals for the future but does  
not put forth the effort to reach 
those goals.

Aspiration 

Sets goals for future and puts forth 
effort in the present to reach those 
goals.
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g Hibernation 

Has no goals for the future and puts 
in no effort in the present.

Perspiration 

Works hard in the present, but has 
no goals for the future.

Low Present/Doing High

ASPIRATIONS PROFILE

The Aspirations Profile

We can look at our definition graphically if we think of each aspect––present/
doing and future/dreaming––as the X- and Y-axis of a grid.

Seen this way, the two aspects of the definition provide us with four categories:
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