
STANDARD(S):  
  Write   arguments to  support  claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

(c)  Use  words, phrases, and clauses to  create  cohesion and  clarify  the relationships 

among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.

CONCEPTS (NOUNS):
Arguments
Claims 
Reasons
Evidence
Words
Phrases
Causes 
Cohesion
Relationships
Claims
Reasons
Evidence

SKILLS (VERBS):
Write 
Support 
Use
Create 
Qualify

Suggested Answers to Guided Questions
Module 1

Suggested Answers

For the following examples, identify the nouns and verbs. First, circle the verbs 

and underline the nouns; then, place them in the corresponding boxes.

Grade 7: ELA

APPENDIX



STANDARD(S): 
 Tell  and  write  time to the nearest minute and  measure  time intervals in minutes.  

Solve  word problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals in minutes 

(e.g., by  representing  the problem on a number line diagram).

CONCEPTS (NOUNS):
Time
Minute(s)
Time intervals
Word problems
Addition 
Subtraction
Number line diagram

SKILLS (VERBS): 
Tell 
Write
Measure 
Solve
Represent

Grade 3: Math (Florida)

Module 2

Suggested Answers

We have written learning progressions for the following eighth-grade social 

studies standard. For your first task, place the learning progressions in a logical 

sequence. Put a number 1 next to the one you believe comes first, a number 2 on 

the next logical progression, and so on.

Ohio Social Studies Standard 21 

Grade 8: Roles and Systems of Government

The U.S. Constitution protects citizens’ rights by limiting the powers of government.

[3] Describe the role of the U.S. Constitution as a foundational document. 

[5] Identify the three branches of the U.S. government.

[1] Explain what is meant by the powers of the government.

[2] Understand the conflict of the framers in balancing states’ rights with 

federal government powers. 

[4] Recognize the Bill of Rights’ role in limiting the powers of government. 

[6] Enumerate the protections provided to U.S. citizens by the Constitution 

as amended.

For this second task, create a set of learning progressions for the following 

standard for students in first-grade ELA:

Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, 

glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., large, gigantic, 

small, tiny) by defining or choosing them or by acting out the meanings.



1. Define related words.

2. Understand and recognize manner in verbs.

3. Understand and recognize intensity in adjectives. 

4. Distinguish which phrases achieve desired effects.

5. Explain or act out differences in related words.
6.

7.

8.

Module 3

Suggested Answers

First, identify a logical sequence of learning intentions based on the learning 

progression and standard that follows: 

Earth and Space Science (NGSS) HS-ESS2-1 Earth’s Systems, Plate Tectonics and 

Large-Scale

Standard: System Interactions:

Plate tectonics is the unifying theory that explains the past and current movements 

of rocks at Earth’s surface and provides a framework for understanding its 

geologic history.

One in a sequence of learning progressions:

3) There are three types of plate boundaries: subduction zones, divergent margins, and 

transform margins. Their movement results in various geological features and events. 

Number these learning intentions in a logical sequence:

[2] I am learning how to describe the unique movements associated with the 

three types of plate boundaries. 

[3] I am learning how to distinguish between the types of geological features 

that result from plate boundaries’ movement (subduction, divergent, and 

transform). 

[4] I am learning how to identify major geological examples on Earth’s 

surface and ocean floor that result from plate boundaries’ movement. 

[6] I am learning how to analyze the interaction between the lithosphere and 

the asthenosphere as plate boundaries move. 

[1] I am learning how to define the characteristics of subduction zones, 

divergent margins, and transform margins.

[5] I am learning how to predict resulting geological features, given a specific 

plate boundary (subduction zones, divergent margins, and transform margins).



For Part 2 of this practice, write a series of learning intentions based on the 

standard and the learning progression presented. Remember, there will be many 

more steps in the learning progression.

STANDARD(S)
Understand the rule-making process in a direct democracy (everyone votes 

on the rules) and in a representative democracy (an elected group of people 

make the rules), giving examples of both systems in their classroom, school, 

and community. (Grade 1, CA Social Studies)

CONCEPTS (NOUNS)
Rule-making process

Direct democracy

Representative democracy 

Key details

SKILLS (VERBS)
Understand

Give examples 

LEARNING PROGRESSION
3. Compare and contrast direct and representative democracy.

LEARNING INTENTIONS
1. I am learning how direct democracy works through simulation.

2. I am learning how to identify examples of direct democracy in society.

3. I am learning how representative democracy works through simulation.

4. I am learning how to identify examples of representative democracy in 
society.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Module 4
Suggested Answers

For your first task in the Guided Practice section, consider the possible success 

criteria generated during a brainstorming session with teachers. Some of these 

are more appropriate than others. Which of them would be most appropriate? 

Which would not be as appropriate for the learning intention?



LEARNING INTENTION SUCCESS CRITERIA APPROPRIATE OR NOT

I am learning how to identify 
reliable and trustworthy content 
from the Internet.

I can use the “about” information 
to identify authority information.

Appropriate

I can identify the date the 
information was published.

Not

I can rate the accuracy of the 
information.

Appropriate

I can use the domain name to 
identify credible sources (e.g., 
.com versus .edu or .gov). 

Appropriate

I can identify if the information is 
relevant to the research.

Not

I am learning how to recognize 
plants as the primary source of 
matter and energy entering most 
food chains. 

I can compare plant and animal 
cells, noting differences in their 
structures.

Not

I can define source of matter and 
energy as they related to food 
chains.

Appropriate

I can analyze a food chain from a 
given biome and identify the role 
that plants play.

Appropriate

I can identify producers and 
consumers in a food chain.

Appropriate

I can name common plants that 
are included in the human food 
chain.

Appropriate (maybe)

I am learning how to 
demonstrate and explain how 
responses to music are informed 
by the context (such as social 
and cultural).

I can define the various ways 
people respond to music.

Appropriate

I can explore the context of a 
given piece of music, including 
social, historical, and cultural 
influences.

Not

I can identify personal 
preferences in music as informed 
by your own culture.

Appropriate

I can describe the impact of 
context on audience reception of 
a given piece of music.

Appropriate

I can explain how social and 
cultural influences shape popular 
music across time.

Not



For the second task, craft success criteria for each of the following learning 

intentions.

LEARNING INTENTION SUCCESS CRITERIA

I am learning how to identify the 
impact of water pollution on the 
environment. 

I can define types of water pollution.

I can describe the effects of water pollution on 
water itself.

I can describe the effects of water pollution on 
ecosystems.

I am learning how to describe 
how artists use tints and shades 
in painting.

I can describe how artists use tints and shades of 
color to express mood.

I can describe how artists use tints and shades to 
portray dimension (depth and distance).

I can describe how artists use tints and shades to 
illustrate motion.

I am learning how to partition 
shapes into parts with equal 
areas.

I can cut shapes and their partitions in half.

I can cut shapes and their partitions into thirds.

I can cut shapes and their partitions into fifths.

I am learning how to ask 
questions about unknown words 
in a text.

I can identify and note unknown words in a text.

I can communicate the location of unknown words 
in a text to others.

Module 5
Suggested Answers

For your first task, consider the language learning expectations that follow and 

identify if they are more aligned with student needs in vocabulary, language 

structure, or language function.

EXAMPLES V S F

Kindergarten: Language Arts 
Content learning intention: I am learning how to identify the 
important events after hearing a story.
Language learning intention: I am learning how to retell the 
story and include at least three events.

x

Grade 1: Math
Content learning intention: I am learning about how many tens 
and ones are in a set.
Language learning intention: I am learning how to apply 
the sentence frame “___ sets of ten and ___ones equal ___.” 
(Ex: “Three sets of tens and 2 ones equal 32.”)

x



EXAMPLES V S F

Grade 2: Life Science
Content learning intention: I am learning how to compare and 
contrast the life cycles.
Language learning intention: I am learning how to summarize 
the similarities and differences between the life cycle of a frog 
and a butterfly.

x

Grade 3: Language Arts
Content learning intention: I am learning how to evaluate key 
features of common texts.
Language learning intention: I am learning how to justify why a 
passage is poetry, fiction, or nonfiction.

 x

Grade 4: Earth Science
Content learning intention: I am learning how to recognize how 
landslides, volcanic eruptions, and earthquakes cause changes to 
rocks.
Language learning intention: Use technical vocabulary to 
discuss how rocks reflect the processes that formed them.

x

Grade 5: Social Studies
Content learning intention: I am learning how to analyze the 
major causes of the American Revolution.
Language learning intention: I am learning how to apply 
compare/contrast signal words in a written explanation of the 
major causes of the American Revolution.

x

Grade 6: Math
Content: I am learning how to differentiate between relevant and 
irrelevant information in word problems.
Language learning intention: I am learning how to explain which 
aspects of a word problem are relevant and irrelevant

x

V =Vocabulary (specialized, technical)

S = Language Structure (grammar, syntax, signal words, frames)

F = Language Function (instrumental, regulatory, interactional, personal, 

imaginative, heuristic, representational)

For the second task, modify each of the following learning intentions to include 

the language expectation identified.

LEARNING 
INTENTION

LANGUAGE 
EXPECTATION

MODIFIED VERSION OR 
LANGUAGE EXPECTATION

I am learning how to 
partition shapes into parts 
with equal areas.

Vocabulary Correctly identify whether you 
are partitioning into halves, thirds, 
or fifths. 

I am learning how to 
identify reliable and 
trustworthy content from 
the Internet.

Function Explain why an Internet source is 
reliable and trustworthy.

(Continued)



LEARNING 
INTENTION

LANGUAGE 
EXPECTATION

MODIFIED VERSION OR 
LANGUAGE EXPECTATION

I am learning how to ask 
questions about unknown 
words in a text.

Structure I found the unfamiliar word  in 
the sentence  . I think it might 
mean . What does it mean?

I am learning how to 
identify the impact of 
water pollution on the 
environment.

Function Describe how water pollution 
affects ecosystems.

I am learning how to 
demonstrate and explain 
how responses to music 
are informed by the 
context (such as social and 
cultural).

Vocabulary Identify examples of social context 
and cultural context in discussion 
with peers.

I am learning how to 
describe how artists 
use tints and shades in 
painting.

Structure Artists use  shades/tints in 
order to  .

I am learning how to 
predict the geological 
features that result from 
specific plate boundaries 
(subduction zones, 
divergent margins, and 
transform margins).

Function Justify your predictions by 
supporting them with evidence 
from your notes.

Module 6
Suggested Answers

For your first task, read each learning intentions and the potential talking points 
on relevance. Identify which of the talking points would be most effective for 

students to engage with the content.

LEARNING 
INTENTION RELEVANCE

WHICH IS BETTER? 
WHY?

I am learning how to 
partition shapes into 
parts with equal areas.

1.  You will need this on the 
upcoming test.

2.  When we make fractional parts, 
we want to be fair and have 
each part the same size.

Number 2. It keeps the 
focus on growth and new 
learning, not compliance. 
It foreshadows transfer 
to new learning to build 
relevance.

I am learning how to 
identify reliable and 
trustworthy content 
from the Internet.

1.  Doing so makes sure that you 
are not a victim of crimes or lies.

2.  If you know what is trustworthy 
you become a critical consumer 
of information.

Number 2. It actually 
encompasses Part 1, but 
goes more global. This 
provides more access 
points for relevance.



LEARNING 
INTENTION RELEVANCE

WHICH IS BETTER? 
WHY?

I am learning how to 
ask questions about 
unknown words in a 
text.

1.  Readers work to make meaning 
of the texts they read.

2.  Asking questions helps you pay 
attention to what the author is 
saying.

3.  When you find unknown words, 
you can add them to your 
vocabulary journal.

Number 1. This is the 
truth. This habit of 
mind will make students 
better readers and 
learners.

I am learning how to 
identify the impact of 
water pollution on the 
environment.

1.  When you understand the 
causes and impact, you can 
help contribute to a healthy 
environment.

2.  This unit will prepare you for 
the next one when we study 
the water cycle. 

Number 1. This makes 
it personal and real, 
whereas the second 
one makes it about the 
class.

I am learning how to 
describe how artists 
use tints and shades in 
painting.

1.  These are important words that 
you should know and be able 
to use on your own.

2.  These concepts help you 
understand artistic style so that 
you can discuss art with others.

Number 2. It connects 
the learning to 
communication. The first 
one doesn’t address 
why. 

I am learning how to 
predict the geological 
features that result 
from a specific plate 
boundary (subduction 
zones, divergent 
margins, and transform 
margins).

1.  This will help when you go to 
buy a house so that you are not 
buying near a dangerous area.

2.  This is another opportunity for 
us to develop our predictive 
skills.

3.  You will do better on the state 
test if you know this content.

Number 1 is narrow, but 
alluring. 
Number 2 is about 
transfer and useful 
habits of mind.

For your second task, review the learning intentions from the last unit and identify 

potential talking points for making these expectations relevant for students. 

EXAMPLES
POTENTIAL TALKING 

POINTS ON RELEVANCE

Kindergarten: Language Arts 
Content learning intention: I am learning how to 
identify the important events after hearing a story.
Language learning intention: I am learning how 
to retell the story and include at least three events.

• Knowing the important part 
of stories helps us remember 
them better.

Grade 1: Math
Content learning intention: I am learning about 
how many tens and ones are in a set.
Language learning intention: I am learning how 
to apply the sentence frame “___ sets of ten and 
____ones equal ___.” (Ex: “Three sets of ten and 2 
ones equal 32.”)

• Deconstructing numbers makes 
them easier to work with—
especially when they get really 
big!

• Thinking about numbers in this 
way is how algebra works, 
too!

(Continued)



EXAMPLES
POTENTIAL TALKING 

POINTS ON RELEVANCE

Grade 2: Life Science
Content learning intention: I am learning how to 
compare and contrast the life cycles.
Language learning intention: I am learning how 
to summarize the similarities and differences 
between the life cycle of a frog and a butterfly.

• Life is an amazing and 
diverse thing . . . you used 
to be babies and now you’re 
children—soon you’ll be adults! 
What if when you were 
babies you had tails? And what 
if when you became an adult 
you grew wings? In the life 
forms we will study today, 
that is exactly what happens!

Grade 3: Language Arts
Content learning intention: I am learning how to 
evaluate key features of common texts.
Language learning intention: I am learning 
how to justify why a passage is poetry, fiction, or 
nonfiction.

• Understanding the structure 
of a text helps us understand 
how it works and what it 
means.

Grade 4: Earth Science
Content learning intention:
I am learning how to recognize how landslides, 
volcanic eruptions, and earthquakes cause 
changes to rocks.
Language learning intention: I am learning how 
to use technical vocabulary to discuss how rocks 
reflect the processes that formed them.

• Pick up any rock, anywhere. 
After today you will be 
able to tell exactly how that 
rock was formed, even if 
it happened millions of years 
ago!

Grade 5: Social Studies
Content learning intention: I am learning how 
to analyze the major causes of the American 
Revolution.
Language learning intention: I am learning 
how to apply compare/contrast signal words in 
a written explanation the major causes of the 
American Revolution.

• A lot of sacrifices were 
made so that we could 
become a country. We should 
know why.

• Fairness and equity are things 
we are still working on as a 
country. And yet, they’re why 
we are a country.

Grade 6: Math
Content: I am learning how to differentiate 
between relevant and irrelevant information in 
word problems.
Language learning intention: I am learning how 
to explain which aspects of a word problem are 
relevant and irrelevant.

• In real life, math typically 
isn’t offered in nice, clean 
equations. It’s up to us, the 
mathematicians, to change 
words and observations into 
equations so we can solve 
those problems.



Module 7
Suggested Answers

For your first task in this module, read each learning intention and the potential 

assessment opportunities that follow. Identify which of the assessments you 

believe would be most effective for students to engage with the content. In this 

case, there is no wrong answer. Select one of the two and identify why you believe 

it would be effective.

LEARNING 
INTENTION

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

WHICH ASSESSMENT? 
WHY?

I am learning how 
to partition shapes 
into parts with 
equal areas.

1.  Use dry erase boards with 
partitioned shapes to hold up 
for peers and the teacher to 
check.

2.  Use pattern blocks to 
demonstrate partitioning 
shapes equally.

1.  Dry erase boards give 
students the freedom 
to design the shape 
and orientation of their 
partitions. Fraction shapes 
lift this load for them.

I am learning how 
to identify reliable 
and trustworthy 
content from the 
Internet.

1.  Given a rubric and several 
websites, including fake 
websites (e.g., Pacific 
Northwest Octopus), students 
identify the reliability and 
trustworthiness of each.

2.  Students analyze websites 
that they are using in their 
research, using the criteria for 
trustworthiness.

1.  This method specifically 
targets the intended 
learning and provides 
iterated practice. 
Through this, the teacher 
can identify trends in 
misconceptions.

I am learning how 
to ask questions 
about unknown 
words in a text.

1.  Discuss the words a student 
has circled in the text and the 
questions about the word that 
the student has written.

2.  During a shared reading, 
students are invited to ask 
questions about words they do 
not know.

1.  Method 2 requires students 
to speak up in order to be 
assessed. Method 1 allows 
the teacher to initiate 
these conversations—and 
even collect data pre-
conversation via circled 
words.

I am learning how 
to identify the 
impact of water 
pollution on the 
environment.

1.  Use a practice test to determine 
areas of mastery and areas of 
continued instructional need. 

2.  Summarize the impact in writing 
using targeted vocabulary and 
appropriate sentence frames.

1.  Method 1 is a more holistic 
means of assessing all 
areas of mastery. 

I am learning how 
to describe how 
artists use tints and 
shades in painting.

1.  Listen in on partner 
conversations as students 
discuss the artists’ choices.

2.  Given a painting, students 
analyze the piece in writing, 
attending to tints and shades.

1.  Listening to partner 
discussions allows real-
time collection of data so 
the teacher can respond 
promptly.

(Continued)



LEARNING 
INTENTION

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

WHICH ASSESSMENT? 
WHY?

I am learning 
how to predict 
the geological 
features that result 
from specific 
plate boundaries 
(subduction zones, 
divergent margins, 
and transform 
margins).

1.  After watching a video of 
a specific plate boundary, 
students predict the geological 
features before the video 
answers the question.

2.  Use a practice test to determine 
areas of mastery and areas of 
continued instructional need.

1.  This real-time assessment 
gives both the teacher 
and the student immediate 
feedback. 

For your second task, review the learning intentions from the last unit and identify 

potential assessment opportunities for checking for understanding. 

EXAMPLES
POTENTIAL ASSESSMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES

Kindergarten: Language Arts
Content learning intention: I am learning how to 
identify the important events after hearing a story.
Language learning intention: I am learning how to 
retell the story and include at least three events.

• Flipgrid retelling with three 
important events

• Poll: Is ___ an important 
event?

Grade 1: Math
Content learning intention: I am learning about 
how many tens and ones are in a set.
Language learning intention: I am learning how 
to apply the sentence frame “___ sets of ten and 
___ones equal ___.” (Ex: “Three sets of ten and  
2 ones equal 32.”)

• Handheld whiteboard “show 
me” activity

Grade 2: Life Science
Content learning intention: I am learning how to 
compare and contrast the life cycles.
Language learning intention: I am learning how to 
summarize the similarities and differences between 
the life cycle of a frog and a butterfly.

• Interview table groups to 
check for understanding 

Grade 3: Language Arts
Content learning intention: I am learning how to 
evaluate key features of common texts.
Language learning intention: I am learning how to 
justify why a passage is poetry, fiction, or nonfiction.

• Class poll: Is this passage 
poetry, fiction, or 
nonfiction?

• Numbered heads to answer 
“why”

Grade 4: Earth Science
 Content learning intention: I am learning how to 
recognize how landslides, volcanic eruptions, and 
earthquakes cause changes to rocks.
 Language learning intention: I am learning how to 
use technical vocabulary to discuss how rocks reflect 
the processes that formed them.

• Exit tickets summarizing 
how specific rocks are 
formed 



EXAMPLES
POTENTIAL ASSESSMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES

Grade 5: Social Studies
Content learning intention: I am learning how 
to analyze the major causes of the American 
Revolution.
Language learning intention: I am learning how 
to apply compare/contrast signal words in a written 
explanation of the major causes of the American 
Revolution.

• Draw a timeline of events 
leading up to the American 
Revolution on chart paper in 
groups 

Grade 6: Math
Content: I am learning how to differentiate between 
relevant and irrelevant information in word problems.
Language learning intention: I am learning how to 
explain which aspects of a word problem are relevant 
and irrelevant.

• Exit tickets just asking 
students to cross out 
irrelevant info

• Think Pair Poll: “Who thinks 
___ is relevant?”

Module 8
Suggested Answers

For your first task, review each learning intention and the assessment opportunity. 

Describe how you could engage students in the targeted access point in the third 

column as part of a lesson. Of course, each lesson would have all access points, 

but we’re just practicing here. 

LEARNING 
INTENTION

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

MEANINGFUL 
INSTRUCTION

I am learning how to 
partition shapes into 
parts with equal areas.

Use pattern blocks to 
demonstrate partitioning 
shapes equally.

Collaborative: In table groups, 
students use fraction 
shapes to divide shapes 
into different partitions 
and record their work in 
drawings on a collaborative 
poster.

I am learning how to 
identify reliable and 
trustworthy content from 
the Internet.

Given a rubric and 
several websites, 
including fake websites 
(e.g., Pacific Northwest 
Octopus), students 
identify the reliability and 
trustworthiness of each.

Modeling: Think-Aloud: I know 
when I see a website ending 
in .edu, it is trustworthy 
because _____.

I am learning how to ask 
questions about unknown 
words in a text.

During a shared reading, 
students are invited to 
ask questions about 
words they do not know.

Modeling: As I read this 
passage, I realize I don’t 
understand what the term 
sole proprietor means. So I’m 
circling it to tell myself to look 
it up or ask someone what it 
means when I reach the end.

(Continued)



LEARNING 
INTENTION

ASSESSMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

MEANINGFUL 
INSTRUCTION

I am learning how to 
identify the impact of 
water pollution on the 
environment.

Summarize the impact 
in writing using targeted 
vocabulary and 
appropriate sentence 
frames.

Independent: Write a summary 
describing the impact of 
water pollution using sentence 
frames if needed.

I am learning how to 
describe how artists 
use tints and shades in 
painting.

Listen in on partner 
conversations as students 
discuss the artists’ 
choices.

Collaborative: Students 
compare and contrast 
various paintings in table 
groups with a focus on 
describing the use of tints 
and shades.

I am learning how to 
predict the geological 
features that result from 
specific plate boundaries 
(subduction zones, 
divergent margins, and 
transform margins).

After watching a video of 
a specific plate boundary, 
students predict the 
geological features 
before the video answers 
the question.

Guided: Pause the video 
before the reveal and 
facilitate discussions through 
questioning—prompting 
students toward the 
answers.

For your second task, revisit the previous learning intentions and identify one type 

of instruction required for students to master the learning intention. This could be 

focused instruction, guided instruction, collaborative learning opportunities, or 

independent learning. 

EXAMPLES
IDEAS FOR MEANINGFUL 

INSTRUCTION

Kindergarten: Language Arts 
Content learning intention: I am learning 
how to identify the important events after 
hearing a story.
Language learning intention: I am learning 
how to retell the story and include at least 
three events.

Modeling: Verbally annotate while 
reading a story. “I think this part 
is important because  .” Model 
retelling by focusing on important 
events. 

Grade 1: Math
Content learning intention: I am learning 
about how many tens and ones are in a set.
Language learning intention: I am learning 
how to apply the sentence frame “___ sets of 
ten and ___ ones equal ___.” (Ex: “Three sets 
of ten and 2 ones equal 32.”)

Independent: Use the provided 
sentence frame along with base-ten 
blocks to solve problems from a 
problem set. 

Grade 2: Life Science
Content learning intention: I am learning 
how to compare and contrast the life cycles.
Language learning intention: I am learning how 
to summarize the similarities and differences 
between the life cycle of a frog and a butterfly.

Collaborative: Collaborative poster 
with pre-printed cutouts of each 
animal’s life cycle. Students work to 
design poster so that it compares, 
contrasts, and summarizes each life 
cycle. 



EXAMPLES
IDEAS FOR MEANINGFUL 

INSTRUCTION

Grade 3: Language Arts
Content learning intention: I am learning 
how to evaluate key features of common 
texts.
Language learning intention: I am learning 
how to justify why a passage is poetry, fiction, 
or nonfiction.

Guided: What do we notice about the 
structure of the text? What details 
can help us decide whether it is 
poetry, fiction, or nonfiction? What 
kind of text is this?

Grade 4: Earth Science
Content learning intention: I am learning 
how to recognize how landslides, volcanic 
eruptions, and earthquakes cause changes to 
rocks.
Language learning intention: I am learning 
how to use technical vocabulary to discuss how 
rocks reflect the processes that formed them.

Collaborative: Students are paired 
and receive a rock sample (or 
picture) and have to prepare a mini-
presentation (1 minute) in which they 
use technical vocabulary to describe 
how the rock was formed.

Grade 5: Social Studies
Content learning intention: I am learning 
how to analyze the major causes of the 
American Revolution.
Language learning intention: I am learning 
how to apply compare/contrast signal words 
in a written explanation the major causes of 
the American Revolution.

Independent: Write a three-paragraph 
essay comparing and contrasting 
two major causes of the American 
Revolution.

Grade 6: Math
Content: I am learning how to differentiate 
between relevant and irrelevant information 
in word problems.
Language learning intention: I am learning 
how to explain which aspects of a word 
problem are relevant and irrelevant.

Guided: What is the information in this 
line “ ”? Does this help us solve 
the problem? What is the problem 
asking for? Does this line “ ” 
help with that? Why or why not?

Module 9
Suggested Answers

For your first task, we have included a range of social studies and science 

standards. For each standard, we have identified ways that the standard might be 

assessed. Identify items for each that would allow teachers to determine student 

mastery of the content.

STANDARD
ASSESSMENT 

FORMAT

SAMPLE ITEMS 
OR TASKS FOR 
ASSESSMENT

Identify geographical features in their 
local region (e.g., deserts, mountains, 
valleys, hills, coastal areas, oceans, 
lakes). (Grade 3, CA)

Culminating group
project

Group members 
gather pictures/video 
of local geography 
as part of a class 
presentation.

(Continued)



STANDARD
ASSESSMENT 

FORMAT

SAMPLE ITEMS 
OR TASKS FOR 
ASSESSMENT

Understand the relationship between 
religion and the social and political 
order in Mesopotamia and Egypt. 
(Grade 6, CA)

Multiple choice 
and dichotomous 
choice items

What was the 
type of religion in 
Mesopotamia?
a. monotheistic
b. polytheistic
c. atheistic 
d. animism

Explain how the ideology of the France 
Revolution led France to develop from 
constitutional monarchy to democratic 
despotism to the Napoleonic empire. 
(Grade 10, CA)

Short, constructed 
response items

Explain why during the 
French Revolution 
France first 
developed from 
a constitutional 
monarchy to a 
democratic despotism.

Make observations to construct an 
evidence-based account that objects 
in darkness can be seen only when 
illuminated. (Grade 1, NCSS)

Culminating 
individual
project

Record an “I can’t see 
the . . .” video in which 
students display and 
explain the before-
and-after effects of 
using a flashlight in the 
dark. 

Identify evidence from patterns in rock 
formations and fossils in rock layers to 
support an explanation for changes in a 
landscape over time. (Grade 4, NGSS)

Performance Given a picture of (an 
exaggerated) cross-
section of rock 
layers, students write 
a short description 
of the landscape’s 
history over time 
while citing evidence 
from the picture. 

Construct and revise an explanation 
based on evidence for the cycling of 
matter and flow of energy in aerobic 
and anaerobic conditions. (HS, NGSS)

Extended essay 
response

Compare and 
contrast the role 
of aerobic and 
anaerobic respiration 
in two different 
environments. Discuss 
implications for living 
organisms and nonliving 
matter.



For your second task, review the assessment item and identify which aspects 

of relevancy the task could address. There may be more than one response for 

each.

ASSESSMENT ITEM RELEVANCE CHECK

Complete the essay prompt and on 
a separate page identify the writing 
processes you used.

 x  Relevance outside the classroom

 Relevancy co-constructed with students

 x   Relevance based on learning about oneself as 
a learner

 x  Relevance within the discipline

We have the opportunity to recarpet 
the classroom, but we need to know 
the square footage of the room. How 
many different ways can you identify 
to figure out the size of the room?

 x  Relevance outside the classroom
  Relevancy co-constructed with students
  Relevance based on learning about oneself as 
a learner

 x  Relevance within the discipline

This exam has five parts (multiple 
choice, true/false, matching, short 
responses, and fill in the blank). You 
should complete any two sections 
that allow you to demonstrate your 
understanding. 

 Relevance outside the classroom
 x  Relevancy co-constructed with students
 x   Relevance based on learning about oneself as 

a learner
 Relevance within the discipline

Generate 10 possible exam questions 
of any format. I will consider all of 
them as potential questions that allow 
the class to determine mastery of the 
content.

 Relevance outside the classroom
 x  Relevancy co-constructed with students

  Relevance based on learning about oneself as 
a learner

 Relevance within the discipline

Produce an iMovie in which you retell 
the content of this unit of study. You 
should have a narrator and include 
the technical vocabulary we have 
learned in this unit.

 x  Relevance outside the classroom
 Relevancy co-constructed with students
  Relevance based on learning about oneself as 
a learner

 x  Relevance within the discipline
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