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Our group:   
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Getting to Zero 

 
Directions:  For each section, rotate who will be the hands, who is the brain, and who is the 
pencil.  Initial each round who is in the different roles. 

 
Modeling Absolute Value 
 
1.   _____ Hands _____ Brain _____ Pencil 
 
 a.  Use a number line to show an absolute value of 4.  Notation (Write it in math) 
 
 
         -
_______________________________ 
          
 
 
 
   _____ Hands _____ Brain _____ Pencil 
 
 b.  Use a number line to show an absolute value of 4 .  Notation (Write it in math) 
  a different way. 
 
         -
_______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
2.   _____ Hands _____ Brain _____ Pencil 
 
 a.  Use 2-color counters to show an absolute value of 4.  Notation (Write it in math) 
  Draw the counters below. 
 
         -
_______________________________ 
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   _____ Hands _____ Brain _____ Pencil 
 
 b.  Use 2-color counters to show an absolute value of 4.  Notation (Write it in math) 
  Draw the counters below. 
 
         -
_______________________________ 
 
Modeling Zero 
 
1.   _____ Hands _____ Brain _____ Pencil 
 
 a.  Use a number line to show a sum of 0.    Notation (Write it in math) 
 
 
         -
_______________________________ 
          
 
 
    

_____ Hands _____ Brain _____ Pencil 
 
 b.  Use a number line to show a different sum of 0. Notation (Write it in math) 
 
 
         -
_______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
   _____ Hands _____ Brain _____ Pencil 
 
 c.  Use a number line to show a third sum of 0.  Notation (Write it in math) 
 
 
         -
_______________________________ 
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2.   _____ Hands _____ Brain _____ Pencil 
 
 a.  Use 2-color counters to show a sum of 0.  Notation (Write it in math) 
  Draw the counters below. 
 
         -
_______________________________ 
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   _____ Hands _____ Brain _____ Pencil 
 
 b.  Use 2-color counters to show a different sum of 0.  Notation (Write it in math) 
  Draw the counters below. 
 
         -
_______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 c.  Use 2-color counters to show a third sum of 0.   Notation (Write it in math) 
  Draw the counters below. 
 
         -
_______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  As a group, come up with an explanation of how to “make zero.”  You must use the three 
vocabulary terms: Absolute value, positive and negative. 
 
 
  



Retrieved from the companion website for Every Math Learner, Grades K-5: A Doable Approach to Teaching With Learning Differences in Mind by Nanci N. Smith. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin.com. Copyright © 2018 by Corwin. All rights reserved. Reproduction authorized only for the local school site or nonprofit 
organization that has purchased this book. 

 
 

 


