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Figure 8.10. Integer War! 
Dealing The Cards 
Deal out an equal number of playing cards to each player.  (If you are playing with an odd 
number of players, put any extra cards face down in the center of the desk.  The player who wins 
the first round takes the extra cards.) 
 
The Play 
Each player turns up two cards.  Black cards (clubs and spades) are positive face values, and the 
red cards (diamonds and hearts) are negative face value.  Aces count as 1.  For example, the 3 of 
hearts counts as -3 and the 5 of clubs counts as +5. 
Each player adds his or her two cards together.  The player closest to zero (think absolute value!) 
gets all of the cars.  If it is a tie, it’s WAR! 
 
War 
In case of a war, each player puts 3 cards face down, then turns up the next 2 cards.  Add these 
cards, and the player closest to zero gets all of the cards. 
 
Winning 
The player who gets all of the cards wins! 
 
Work 
You will need to show your work!  For every two cards you turn up, record the equation and 
your answer.  You should have a list of problems and answers by the time you finish your game! 
 
 
              Player 1            Player 2 

     
          +9            -5    =    +4    -7          -1    =    -8 
Player 1 wins because |4| is closer to zero than |-8| 
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Integer War! 
Record your equations here! 

Card 1 Card 2 Equation and Sum Absolute value of 
sum 

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

  



Retrieved from the companion website for Every Math Learner, Grades K-5: A Doable Approach to Teaching With Learning Differences in Mind by Nanci N. Smith. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin.com. Copyright © 2018 by Corwin. All rights reserved. Reproduction authorized only for the local school site or nonprofit 
organization that has purchased this book. 

 
 

 


