
114 PART I: AssessmenT As A ConTexT for TeAChing And LeArning

The Difference Between Genres and Text Types

genres and text types generally apply to written text, although they can certainly 
represent oral language as well. To make a distinction, we arbitrarily view writing 
development for eLLs from the perspective of genres. The term genre applies to writ-
ten texts that are categorized on the basis of similar linguistic criteria—mysteries, 
blogs, poems, recipes, and editorials, to name a few, are different genres. each genre 
serves a distinct communicative purpose. derewianka (1991) refers to recounts, nar-
ratives, information, reports, explanations, and arguments as her genre categories. 
Text types, on the other hand, represent groupings of texts that have similar linguistic 
forms, regardless of their genre (Biber, 1988; swales, 1990, martin, 1992).

The line is blurred when it comes to the definitions of these two terms. College and 
career readiness standards for english language arts, for example, generally use text 
types for reading. in grades K-5, the text types under literature often include stories 

Figure 4.11 A holistic rubric of the stages of early reading development

Home 
Language English Levels of Reading Proficiency

Level 5: Competent Readers

Comprehend narrative, informational, and multimedia text. Draw 
inferences from text with teacher guidance. Consistently use multiple 
strategies to construct meaning from print and digital sources.

Level 4: Expanding Readers

Comprehend most illustrated or animated narrative and informational 
text. Make predictions and connections of familiar content to real-life 
situations with teacher guidance. Use a growing number of strategies to 
gain meaning from print and digital sources.

Level 3: Developing Readers

Comprehend familiar narrative and informational text that is visually or 
graphically supported. Have developed a sight vocabulary of words and 
phrases in context. Begin to use strategies to gain meaning from print 
and multimedia.

Level 2: Emerging Readers

Comprehend some familiar text with guidance and visual or graphic 
support. At times memorize and repeat language patterns in predictable 
narrative and informational text. Make the connection between sounds 
and letters, words and word families, and cognates, if applicable, with 
meaning. Identify some illustrated grade-level words, phrases, and short 
sentences. 

Level 1: Beginning Readers

Attend to pictures, figures, illustrations, and diagrams in text and begin to 
connect with familiar words to ideas. Display some concepts about print. 
Identify some environmental print.

Source: Adapted from gottlieb, 2006, p. 54.
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