
Thinking Aloud With a Narrative Picture Book in Grades 3–5  
An Angel for Solomon Singer by Cynthia Rylant
Overview and Rationale
This poignant picture book tells the story of Solomon Singer, a lonely middle-aged New Yorker. As he walks the 
city streets, he dreams of his boyhood in Indiana. His dreams are realized at the magical Westway Café, where he 
befriends a waiter named Angel. Because of this blossoming friendship, Solomon begins to see the beauty of the 
world around him and leaves behind his loneliness.

Lexile Framework: 1120

Guided Reading Level: P

What the Text Says What I Say
The Comprehension 

Strategy I Model

The hotel had none of the things he loved. 
(p. 1)

At first I wasn’t sure what the “it” was. Did 
Solomon not like the hotel, or did he not like 
New York City? As I kept reading, I realized he 
did not like the hotel, as the author tells me it 
had none of the things he loved.

Also, why would someone live in a hotel, 
especially one he didn’t like? What are the 
things he loved?

 

Monitoring  
and clarifying

Asking questions

. . . and no picture window for watching the 
birds. (p. 3)

The author tells me exactly what Solomon 
likes—watching birds, windows, porch swings. 
This evidence suggests that Solomon likes the 
outdoors and nature. Making inferences

. . . oh, what a difference a yellow wall or a 
purple wall would have made! (p. 4)

No animals and no color in his hotel room. From 
all of what Solomon doesn’t have in his room, it 
sounds to me like this hotel is drab and lonely. Making inferences

It was dreams of balconies and purple walls 
that took him to the street. (p. 6)

Now I understand that Solomon leaves the 
place that he does not love so he can wander 
to places that he might like better. Synthesizing

. . . and listened to the voices of all who 
passed, wishing for the conversations of 
crickets. (p. 8)

Why did he leave Indiana? What brought him to 
New York City? Asking questions

He didn’t feel happy as he wandered.  
(p. 10)

I’m really getting the sense that Solomon is 
lonely and unhappy—no family to love. He 
doesn’t like where he lives, and even wandering 
does not bring him happiness. I got the clue that 
he’s at least fifty years old, but does he have a 
job? 

 

Synthesizing

Asking questions

. . . and so the name meant something to him. 
(p. 12)

If he loves the Midwest so much, why does 
he not move back? Does he not have enough 
money to move halfway across the country? Asking questions
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What the Text Says What I Say
The Comprehension 

Strategy I Model

But it didn’t put a price on dreams. (p. 12)

I’m not sure what that final line means—“It 
didn’t put a price on dreams.” When I reread 
it, I can tell the “it” is the menu, so literally this 
sentence tells me that there is no price for 
dreams on the menu. Maybe the author is telling 
me that dreams are priceless?

 

Monitoring  
and clarifying

Understanding the  
author’s purpose

. . . a pair of brown eyes that were lined at 
the corners from a life of smiling. (p. 14)

I like how the author uses a sweet, familiar 
voice and smiling eyes to show the kindness of 
whomever is talking to Solomon. I’m guessing 
he feels comfortable right away.

 

Understanding the  
author’s purpose

Making inferences

. . . (but he didn’t say the balcony out loud). 
(p. 14)

I’m wondering what the author meant when 
he wrote that Solomon ordered a balcony, but 
didn’t say it out loud. Why did he write that? 
First of all, you can’t order a balcony at a café! I 
already know that a balcony is one of the things 
that Solomon wants at home. So maybe this 
shows that he feels so comfortable at the café 
that it feels like home.

Understanding the  
author’s purpose

Solomon Singer did, the very next night.  
(p. 14)

Does he come back because the soup is so 
good? Or because it’s a comfortable place 
for a lonely man? Or because the waiter is so 
friendly? Or maybe because of all of those 
reasons?

Asking questions

. . . and a fireplace (but he didn’t say the 
fireplace out loud). (p. 16)

There it is again! A thing that he wanted to order 
but didn’t really. The author saying it twice 
shows me that it’s a really important symbol, 
so I think it represents the idea that this café 
gives Solomon a feeling of home and a feeling 
of belonging.

 

Understanding the  
author’s purpose

Synthesizing

. . . and Solomon Singer did, the very next 
night. (p. 16)

So far Solomon and the waiter haven’t really 
talked. Will they ever have a conversation? Asking questions

. . . and ordered up a balcony (but he didn’t 
say the balcony out loud). (p. 17)

I was confused by this part—I am not sure if 
“he made his way west” means that he went 
to Indiana or if it means he went to the café. 
I’ve also just noticed that the café’s name is 
Westway—like the Midwest where Solomon is 
from. I wonder if the author did that on purpose! 
When I reread this whole part, I’m getting the 
sense that Solomon keeps going back to this 
café because it reminds him of home and the 
things he loves. 

Monitoring and clarifying

Understanding the  
author’s purpose

Asking questions

. . . from previous



What the Text Says What I Say
The Comprehension 

Strategy I Model

. . . and he thought them beautiful. (p. 19)

What a beautiful sentence—the streets moved 
before him like fields of wheat. I’m getting 
the sense that because of this new place, New 
York City is starting to feel more beautiful and 
more like home.

Making inferences

. . . and he felt friendly toward them.  
(p. 20)

Here the author repeated some of those images 
from Solomon’s Indiana home—the shining 
stars, the wheat fields, and the crickets. I saw 
those exact same things at the beginning of the 
book—now I’m really sure that New York City is 
feeling like home.

Understanding the  
author’s purpose

. . . when he would come in from wandering 
the roads he loved. (p. 24)

The important idea here is that Solomon is 
reliving the happiness he felt in his Indiana 
childhood. The Westway Café makes him feel 
like he’s home and no longer lonely. Synthesizing 

The waiter’s name, it turned out, was Angel. 
(p. 25)

Angel! I know angels are symbols of love and 
good things. I don’t think that it’s a coincidence 
that the author named the waiter Angel.

Understanding the  
author’s purpose

. . . and one of his dreams has even come true 
(he has sneaked a cat into his hotel room). 
(p. 26)

I’m noticing that the book changes verb tense 
here. It was all written in the past tense—but 
then the author writes, “he dines there still.” 
That makes me feel like this story is still going 
on—that Solomon is still eating at the  
Westway Café.

Understanding the  
author’s purpose

. . . and Solomon Singer will smile and make 
you feel you are home. (p. 28)

I wonder if this is a true story. Is there really 
a Westway Café and a man named Solomon 
Singer? I think the message here is that 
everyone—even people who are lonely—can 
find a place that feels like home to them.

Asking questions
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