
THINKING ALOUD WITH SYNTHESIZING

Good readers change their thinking as they read more and add more information from the text. 

Teaching Synthesizing in Grades K–2  
My Lucky Day by Keiko Kasza 
Overview and Rationale
When a delicious-looking piglet knocks on Mr. Fox’s door “accidentally,” the fox can hardly believe his 
good fortune. It’s not every day that dinner just shows up on your doorstep. It must be his lucky day! Or 
is it? Before Mr. Fox can say grace, the piglet has manipulated him into giving him a fabulously tasty 
meal, the full spa treatment (with bath and massage), and . . . freedom.

Lexile Framework: 270

Grade-Level Equivalent: 1.5

Guided Reading Level: J

What the Text Says What I Say

As he polished his claws, he was startled by a knock at the 
door. (p. 1)

The important idea here is that it’s dinnertime for this fox.

If there were any rabbits in here, I’d have eaten them for 
breakfast. (p. 2)

I was thinking that someone was looking for the fox, but 
now I’m thinking that someone is knocking on the wrong 
door. I’m wondering who is at the door.

He grabbed the piglet and hauled him inside. (p. 5) My schema is that foxes eat other animals, so this part makes 
me think that the fox grabbed the piglet and is going to eat 
him since I already know he’s hungry.

“. . . Now get into this roasting pan.” (p. 7) I’m thinking the fox feels lucky because dinner came straight to 
his door, without him having to do any hunting. 

“You’re a terrific scrubber,” said the piglet. (p. 11) Now I’m wondering if the piglet is trying to trick the fox. It 
seems odd that the piglet isn’t trying to escape when the fox is 
off starting the fire.

“I will. But . . . ” (p. 13) The word but gives me more reason to think that the pig is 
plotting something. Maybe he’s going to ask for something 
else besides a bath.

“He is on the small side.” (p. 13) Now I’m wondering if the fox is going to get the pig something 
to eat—to fatten him up.

“You’re a terrific cook,” said the piglet.  
(pp. 14–15)

At first, the fox thought he had it so easy—dinner came 
knocking on his door! But now, he’s had to give this pig a bath 
and cook him dinner. It seems like this fox is working awfully 
hard.

“I will. But . . . ” (p. 17) There’s that word but again. I think the pig is going to ask for 
something else. What could it be this time?

“I do prefer tender meat.” (p. 17) Now I understand that the pig has some sort of plan to trick 
the fox. He’s asked for a bath, a meal, and now a massage. I’m 
wondering what he’s up to.



What the Text Says What I Say

“. . . A little to the right, please . . . yes, yes . . . now just a little to 
the left . . . ” (p. 21)

There’s evidence here that the pig is really planning something 
to trick the fox—he’s really demanding that the fox work hard 
on this massage!

“. . . let alone a roasting pan.” (pp. 22–25) Now I understand the piglet’s plan—to make the fox work so 
hard he’s too tired to cook the pig!

. . . picked up the rest of his cookies and headed for home.  
(p. 25)

At first I thought the pig was doomed—he was about to get 
eaten! But now I realize the pig outsmarted the fox!

“This must be my lucky day!” (p. 26) At the beginning of the book, the fox said it was his lucky 
day—lucky that his dinner knocked on his door without even 
having to hunt. Now we see the pig saying it was his lucky day.

“Who shall I visit next?” (p. 29) At first, I thought the pig accidentally knocked on the fox’s 
door—that he was lost, and looking for rabbit’s home. But now 
I think that the pig has been using this trick on other animals—
in the picture of his address book, I see that the pig crossed out 
fox and coyote, and he has the addresses for wolf and bear. I’m 
getting the sense that this pig outsmarts all these animals, and 
plans to visit the wolf or bear next. What a clever pig to pull off 
these tricks! And the final page of the book has a picture of the 
pig knocking on bear’s door. I’m going to guess this same trick 
will work on the bear!
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