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Think Aloud Script for A Bad Case of Stripes  
by David Shannon

What the Text Says What I Say
The Comprehension 

Strategy I Model

But she never ate them. (p. 1) Why—if this girl loves lima beans—does she not eat them?
Asking questions

Camilla was always worried about 
what other people thought of her. 
(p. 1)

From these clues, I can tell that Camilla is self-conscious 
and is just trying to fit in. Maybe she’s afraid other kids will 
think it’s weird that she likes lima beans, when they don’t. Making inferences

Then she screamed. (p. 1)
Why did she scream? Who is she trying to impress? What 
was wrong with the forty-two outfits she tried on? Asking questions

“You’re completely covered with 
stripes!” (p. 2)

How did she get stripes all over? Is she sick?  
What will they do about the stripes? Asking questions

And she had no idea what to wear 
with those crazy stripes. (p. 2)

Now I understand that Camilla isn’t faking! At first I thought 
she had drawn on herself with marker to get out of school—
she was so worried about the first day. But now I see that 
she really did want to go to school. Synthesizing

“I’ve never seen anything like it. 
Are you having any coughing, 
sneezing, runny nose, aches, 
pains, chills, hot flashes, dizziness, 
drowsiness, shortness of breath, or 
uncontrollable twitching?” (p. 4)

A golden line for me is “I’ve never seen anything like it.” I 
can really tell this doctor is baffled and has no idea what is 
wrong with Camilla!

Understanding the 
author’s purpose

And off he went. (p. 4)
This part is mostly about how Camilla is perfectly fine, 
except for being different colors! 

Synthesizing

. . . and she broke out in stars! (p. 6)
I wonder why she begins to look like the flag. Why does 
she change from stripes to red, white, and blue? Asking questions

. . . poor Camilla was changing 
faster than you can change 
channels on a T.V. (p. 8)

The author isn’t telling me why Camilla keeps changing, but 
I got an important clue earlier about how Camilla worries 
about what others think about her. Maybe the other kids are 
the ones who are making her change so many colors! Making inferences
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“I’m going to have to ask you to 
keep Camilla home from school. 
She’s just too much of a distraction, 
and I’ve been getting calls from the 
other parents. They’re afraid those 
stripes may be contagious.” (p. 10)

At first, I wasn’t sure about the meaning of the word 
contagious. I don’t get many clues about what distraction 
means, but I do know that it’s not a good thing. She’s such 
a distraction that she’s not supposed to come to school. 
Maybe the principal is worried that the kids won’t learn with 
her there.

Monitoring  
and clarifying

She couldn’t believe that two days 
ago everyone liked her. (p. 10)

I don’t understand why she thinks the kids don’t like her. 
Just because the principal thinks she’s a distraction does not 
mean they dislike her.

Monitoring  
and clarifying

Now, nobody wanted to be in the 
same room with her. (p. 10)

Now I see—they are afraid they will catch what she has. 
That’s what they mean with the word contagious. Monitoring  

and clarifying

. . . but she had been laughed at 
enough for one day. (p. 10)

Why wouldn’t she eat lima beans now? There are no kids 
around to laugh at her! Asking questions

Then they filed out the front door, 
followed by Dr. Bumble. (p. 12)

The author really wants to show that these doctors are 
stumped. They have no idea what is wrong with Camilla! Understanding the 

author’s purpose

. . . was a giant, multi-colored pill 
with her face on it. (p. 14)

I’m getting some clues that might help me figure out what is 
wrong with Camilla. When the kids at school yelled for her 
to turn purple, she did. When the doctors gave her medicine, 
she turned into medicine. Maybe her illness has something 
to do with how other people want her to look.

Making inferences

. . . he brought the Experts. (p. 16) How are the Experts different from the Specialists? 
Asking questions

Instantly, Camilla was covered with 
different colored fungus blotches. 
(p. 16)

The author really wants me to see how quickly Camilla is 
changing for these Experts. He uses the words suddenly and 
instantly to show how fast this takes place.

Understanding the 
author’s purpose

But the Experts didn’t have a clue, 
much less a cure. (p. 16)

At first, I thought the Experts would have an answer, but 
now I see they are just as stumped as the other doctors and 
Specialists. Synthesizing

. . . telling the story of “The Bizarre 
Case of the Incredible Changing 
Kid.” (p. 18)

I’m guessing that Camilla is totally embarrassed now. She 
worries so much about other people’s opinions, and now 
she’s on the news! She must feel terrible. Making inferences

. . . an old medicine man, a guru, 
and even a veterinarian. (p. 21)

Wow—that’s a really long list of people whose jobs I don’t 
really understand. I don’t know what a guru or an herbalist is. 
I wonder if the author will explain more to me, or if this is just 
supposed to be a long list to show me how many people are 
trying to cure Camilla.

 

Monitoring  
and clarifying

Understanding the 
author’s purpose
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But nothing worked. (p. 21)
At this point, I’m wondering if Camilla will be like this 
forever. What will cure her? Asking questions

She began to sob. (p. 22)

Earlier I had the idea that Camilla was becoming what other 
people wanted her to become, and I get more evidence of 
that here—she becomes her room, just like this therapist 
suggests. Synthesizing

“But I think I can help.” (p. 24) Who is this woman? How can she help?
Asking questions

“Here,” she said. “These might do 
the trick.” (p. 26)

What is a bad case of stripes? And how will green beans 
help them? Asking questions

“There’s no such thing. These are 
just plain old lima beans. I’ll bet 
you’d like some, wouldn’t you?” she 
asked Camilla. (p. 26)

I remember from the first line of the book that lima beans 
are one of Camilla’s favorite foods—and here the lima 
beans are coming back. They must have a really important 
role in this story.

Understanding the 
author’s purpose

“Oh, dear,” the old woman said 
sadly. “I guess I was wrong about 
you.” She put the beans back in her 
bag and started toward the door. 
(p. 26)

I don’t understand what the woman means by “I guess I 
was wrong about you.” The author hasn’t told me what she 
thought, so how does she know she was wrong? Maybe if I 
read on, I will find out.

Monitoring  
and clarifying

“Mmmmm,” said Camilla. (p. 26)
I’m guessing that Camilla is starting to make her own 
decisions and not care what other people think.

Making inferences

“I knew the real you was in there 
somewhere.” She patted Camilla 
on the head. Then she went outside 
and vanished into the crowd. (p. 28)

The key information here is the line “I knew the real you was 
in there somewhere.” It seems like the cure to a bad case of 
stripes was for Camilla to make up her own mind on what 
she likes. Synthesizing

. . . and she never had even a touch 
of stripes again. (p. 30)

So what was the author’s message here? I don’t think he wrote 
the book just to tell us to eat lima beans—there’s a bigger 
message than that. I think the message comes from the lady 
at the end of the story, who reminds us that the real Camilla 
was there somewhere, and the parts where Camilla doesn’t 
care what other kids think. I think the author is telling me that 
it’s okay to be my own person and to be a bit different from 
everyone else.

Understanding the 
author’s purpose
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