
Think Aloud for “The Owl and the Pussy-Cat” by Edward Lear

What the Text Says What I Say
The Comprehension 

Strategy I Model

The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea
In a beautiful pea-green boat,
They took some honey, and plenty of money,
Wrapped up in a five-pound note. 

I’m wondering what the relationship 
between the Owl and the Pussy-cat 
is. I wonder where they might be 
going. I’d also like to know what the 
money is for.

Asking questions

The Owl looked up to the stars above,
And sang to a small guitar,
“O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love,
What a beautiful Pussy you are,
You are,
You are!
What a beautiful Pussy you are!” 

One of the questions I had was about 
the relationship between the Owl 
and the Pussy-cat. As I kept reading, 
I found out that the Owl calls the 
Pussy-cat “my love” and sings about 
how beautiful she is. This lets me 
know that the Owl and the Pussy-cat 
are in love.

Monitoring and clarifying

Pussy said to the Owl, “You elegant fowl!
How charmingly sweet you sing!
O let us be married! too long we have tarried:
But what shall we do for a ring?”

The key information here is that the 
Owl and the Pussy-cat want to get 
married, but they aren’t sure what to 
use for a wedding ring. Synthesizing

They sailed away, for a year and a day,
To the land where the Bong-Tree grows
And there in a wood a Piggy-wig stood
With a ring at the end of his nose,
His nose,
His nose,
With a ring at the end of his nose.

What is a piggy-wig? Is that just 
another name for a pig? Are the Owl 
and the Pussy-cat going to take this 
ring and use it as a wedding ring? Asking questions

“Dear Pig, are you willing to sell for one shilling
Your ring?” Said the Piggy, “I will.”

I learned that the pig sells them the 
ring.

Synthesizing

So they took it away, and were married next day
By the Turkey who lives on the hill.
They dined on mince, and slices of quince,
Which they ate with a runcible spoon; 

I think the author is entertaining me 
with a made-up story. He makes this 
poem imaginative with his fantasy 
characters. I’ve never see an owl 
and cat getting married or a turkey 
marrying anyone!

Understanding the  
author’s purpose

And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand,
They danced by the light of the moon,
The moon,
The moon,
They danced by the light of the moon.

This poem is about an owl and a cat 
who fall in love and get married, and 
are so happy that they dance under 
the moon. Synthesizing
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