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What Are You Grouping
For? Grades 3-8

How to Guide Small Groups Based on
Readers - Not the Book

Julie Wright & Barry Hoonan

Intermediate grade readers don’t need to be guided
as much as they need to be engaged—and authors
Julie Wright and Barry Hoonan have solutions for doing
just that using small groups. What Are You Grouping
For? offers the practical tools, classroom examples, and
actionable steps essential for starting, sustaining, and
mastering the management of small groups.

This book explains the five teacher moves that work
together to support students’ reading independence
through small group learning—kidwatching, pivoting,
assessing, curating, and planning—and provides
examples to guide you and your students toward success.

From must-have beginning-of-the-year strategies to
step-by-step advice for implementation, this guide breaks
down the processes that support small groups and help
create effective instructional reading programs. Based

on more than 45 years of combined experience in the
classroom, this resource will empower you with tools to
ensure that your readers are doing the reading, thinking,
and doing—not you.

$33.95, 352 pages, 978-1-5443-2412-8
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WHAT ARE YOU
GROUPING FOR?

How to Guide Small Groups Based on Readers—Not the Book

GRADES 3-8

“Julie Wright and Barry Hoonan
have hit the ‘sweet spot’ of
helping each student become
exquisite readers. Through
authentic classroom examples,
they demonstrate how small
groups are the fulcrum between
one-to-one instruction and whole
group instruction. This book is a
gift to educators desiring to create
voluminous readers!”

—Mlichael Nelson,

Superintendent

Literacy




