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Dear (first_name),
[bookmark: _GoBack]When you love books as much as I do, you’re compelled to share them with anyone who will listen. Luckily, for me, I have a captive audience in my classroom every day. A read aloud should be a joyful celebration for all. For you, for your students, and indirectly, for the author and illustrator who toiled over each word and every image that lay on and between the covers of the book. In my new book, The Ramped-Up Read Aloud, I outline the rationale that supports read aloud as a key instructional strategy. 
Best,
Maria Walther

n this remarkable resource, Maria Walther shares two-page read-aloud experiences for 101 picture books that tune you into what to notice, say, and wonder in order to bolster students’ literacy exponentially.
A first-grade teacher for decades, Maria is a master of “strategic savoring.”  Her lesson design efficiently sparks instructional conversations around each book’s cover illustration, enriching vocabulary words, literary language, and the ideas and themes vital to young learners.
Teachers, schools, and districts looking to energize your core reading and writing program, search no further: The Ramped-Up Read Aloud delivers a formula for literacy development and a springboard to joy in equal parts.
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Maria Walther has been a first grade teacher in Aurora, IL since 1986. Along with teaching young learners, Maria inspires other professionals by sharing her knowledge at local, state, and national conferences, reflecting her continued commitment to teaching, researching, writing, and collaborating with her colleagues. Maria earned a doctorate at Northern Illinois University in 1998 and was recently named The Outstanding Literacy Alumni by the Department of Literacy Education for professionalism, service, and career success.She was honored as Illinois Reading Educator of the Year and earned the ICARE for Reading Award for fostering the love of reading in children. Learn more about her books at mariawalther.com and follow her on Twitter @mariapwalther.
