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MAIN IDEA / KEY CONCEPT CHART

Key Concepts

Identify the 
concept and 

cite page and 
paragraph 
number.

Restate the 
concept in your 

own words.

What tip-off 
did you use to 
identify and to 
know that this 

is a crucial idea 
(refer to the 

main idea mental 
model—if you 
come up with 

something new 
we can add it to 

the model!)

Why is the 
concept 

important, and 
how does it 

contribute to the 
overall meaning 

of the whole 
text?

How does 
this concept 

connect to other 
concepts in this 

text (intratextual 
connections) 

to that of 
other texts 

(intertextual) 
and to the 

overall inquiry?
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