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Name:   Date: 

�	Directions:  What do you think the author’s main idea is?

zz Determine the main idea of each section. Highlight words and phrases that support your 
thinking.

zz Jot the main idea in the margins.

zz After you have read the article, determine the overall main idea.

Howling Winds

	� Turn this heading into a question to help you determine the main idea!

Question:  

The eye of the hurricane is just a few miles away. The eye wall is right overhead. This 
is the most violent part of the storm. The wind is screaming. Some gusts are traveling 
at more than 200 miles (320 kilometers) per hour. Rain is lashing down. Flashes of 
lightning streak across the dark sky.

The wind creates havoc. Trees tumble to the ground with their roots ripped out. The 
falling trees crush cars and houses. Telephone poles fall. Traffic lights and lampposts 
sway wildly. Cars roll and trucks flip over. The street is a dangerous place to be. Roof 
tiles, sheets of metal and plastic, signs, garden furniture, and other debris fly around. 
They are like deadly missiles.

Answer to your question:  

 

The Eye Passes

	� Turn this heading into a question to help you determine the main idea!

Question:  

Now the winds suddenly die down. The sky clears and the sun shines. The hurricane 
seems to have gone, but this should not fool you. The light winds and clear sky mean 
that the hurricane’s eye has arrived. There will only be a short rest from the howling 
wind. After only half an hour the wind starts again. The eye has passed by. Now the 
wind blows from the southwest.

E X C E R P T S  T O  W R I T E  A B O U T

“A Hurricane Arrives”
From Violent Skies: Hurricanes

by Chris Oxlade
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Small houses are ripped apart by the wind. Others lose their roofs. The winds tear 
through a town center. They pull windows from office blocks. Glass crashes into the 
streets below.

Answer to your question:  

The Hurricane Ends

	� Turn this heading into a question to help you determine the main idea!

Question:  

It is twelve hours since the hurricane’s eye passed. The wind has died down. The 
sea is calm. There was more heavy rain, but now it has stopped. The sky is blue 
and the sun is shining. There is still seawater in the street. This poured inland 
during the storm surge. It is draining slowly back into the ocean.

People who evacuated are returning home. They find devastation all around. The 
hurricane has completely destroyed some parts of the town. People who lived here 
have lost their homes. Their possessions have been ruined by seawater. The streets 
are full of mud and sand. Vehicles and boats lie in tangled piles.

Answer to your question:  

 

Cleaning Up

	� Turn this heading into a question to help you determine the main idea!

Question:  

The hurricane caused all that damage in just a few hours, but it will take many months 
to clear up the mess. The emergency services begin to search for missing people. 
People without homes go to emergency shelters. The hurricane has damaged 
electricity supplies, telephone lines, and water pipes. These services are repaired as 
soon as possible. Debris is cleared from the streets. Builders begin repairing and 
rebuilding houses and other buildings.

Hurricane damage is often worse in developing countries. People have very little 
even before a hurricane hits. They may have nothing at all afterward. Relief agencies 
often help to rescue people. They provide food and clean water. They repair 
communications and homes.

Answer to your question:  
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�	Write about reading:

zz What is the main idea of this article? What are the supporting details? What do you take 
away after reading this?

zz Use the Main Idea template to help you plan out your writing.

Note: The author provides a title and series of four headings that, like the path of a hurricane itself, are hard to miss. You can see 
just from skimming these headings that the information is going to be explained in a chronological order. Notice that it’s told in 
present tense, second person voice. The effect the author might intend is to make a reader feel he or she is outside, 
experiencing the high winds and other forces of the storm. Notice, too, the sensory details. Wind screams, rain lashes down, 
lightening streaks. Skim through all the paragraphs and you will see the author continues this multisensory style. The last two 
paragraphs of this excerpt bring into high relief that hurricanes devastate areas where people live. High winds and flooding 
damage and ruin homes and hinder communities’ supplies of electricity and water. Oxlade balances details about the scientific 
aspects of a hurricane with its effect on people, without sensationalizing the devastation.
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