
Rubric for a Somebody-Wanted- 
But-So Summary: Fiction
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Plans Detailed notes 
support each 
category. 

Detailed notes 
support three of the 
four categories.

Detailed notes 
support one to two 
categories.

Notes not detailed 
but general.

Title Short; catches 
reader’s attention; 
announces topic.

Announces topic. Uses “Summary.” No title.

Opening Includes title and 
author. 

Leaves out title or 
author.

Leaves out title and 
author.

Leaves out title and 
author.

Summary 
Details

Includes key text 
details in sentences 
for each category; 
includes an 
inference from text 
details.

Includes key text 
details for three of 
the four categories.

Includes key details 
for two of the four 
categories.

Lacks key details 
in three or more 
categories.

Wrap-Up “So” sentence ties 
summary together 
and doesn’t reveal 
the ending.

“So” sentence is 
very general but ties 
summary together.

“So” sentence 
wraps up summary 
but gives away 
ending.

“So” sentence gives 
away ending and 
doesn’t tie together 
the summary.

Writing 
Conventions

Uses complete 
sentences; varies 
sentence openings; 
uses strong verbs 
and specific nouns.

Indents paragraphs; 
varies sentence 
openings; needs to 
revise some verbs 
and nouns.

Contains two 
run-ons; sentence 
openings the 
same for several 
sentences; uses 
weak verbs and 
specific nouns.

Contains several 
run-ons; most 
sentences start 
same way; needs to 
work on verbs and 
nouns.

 Retrieved from the companion website for Read, Talk, Write: 35 Lessons That Teach Students to Analyze Fiction and Nonfiction by Laura Robb. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin,  
www.corwin.com. Copyright © 2017 by Corwin. All rights reserved. Reproduction authorized only for the local school site or nonprofit organization that has purchased this book.


